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“Wonderful! Best times, best friends,  
best teachers, best opportunities,  
best two years. Awesome.” 
Shannon Green
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“Woodhouse was fun, tough, and  
challenging, all with really  
wonderful people. ‘Tis cheesy  
but true and I’d change nothing 
about my experience :)”
Hafiza Ali 
South Camden Community School

Headlines from 
2012/2013:
• 99.7% pass rate at A Level

•  A third of all entries were graded A*/A

•  75 students gained straight A/A* in all 
their A Levels

•  Over 250 students gained at least ABB 
– the qualifying grades for Russell 
Group universities

•  Over two thirds of all entries  
achieved high grades A*-B and over 
87% at A*-C

• 22 subjects had a 100% pass rate

•  76 students did the Extended Project 
Qualification, with 100% pass rate 
including 24 A* and 24 A grades.

•  This year over 45% of our students 
went on to Russell Group universities, 
with 11 securing Oxbridge places 
and a further eight places at medical 
school. 
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“Woodhouse has inspired me to continue 
pursuing knowledge, truth, experience, 
discussion, debate, laughter and meaningful 
friendships.”
Zahra Ahmad 
Palmers Green High School

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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Woodhouse Sixth Form College, based in Barnet, is one of the leading places to study A Levels in North London. Drawing  
students from 150 schools across North London, our consistent high performance in exam results every year not only backs 
this up but also speaks for itself. This is one reason why the Government recognises us as one of a small number of colleges with 
both Beacon status and Ofsted ‘Designated Outstanding’ status. Indeed, our most recent Ofsted report showed that we were  
designated one of the best performing colleges in the country.

We take it as read that our combination of expert teaching staff, ambitious approach and the best facilities gets the academic results 
that you want and need. Importantly for you, however, one thing we don’t take as read is the impact all this will have on your  
happiness and ultimate success. At Woodhouse Sixth Form College, whilst we’re understandably proud of them, it’s not just about  
the annual exam results. Sixth Form College should be a stepping-stone between school and university. A place, different from  
school, where you can start to manage your own learning and take responsibility for your own welfare and progress. Where you are 
supported in developing your personality, motivation and interests. It’s just as much about happiness and fun as it is about As and Bs.

For us, here at Woodhouse Sixth Form College, we think you, as an ambitious student, should be able to spend this important time in a 
happy, trusted, friendly environment where you can challenge and explore. Our tutorial, guidance and support systems are at  
the heart of the College. We want you to feel valued, empowered, inspired and motivated.

Woodhouse Sixth Form College boasts some of the best facilities in the area and promotes an active recreational enrichment  
programme, as well as our popular ‘Woodhouse Challenge’ programme. That’s why you won’t find anywhere else, in North London, 
like Woodhouse Sixth Form College. We may be grounded in a long history of success, but we’re focused entirely on your future and 
making sure you get the very best out of your time at sixth form.

John Rubinstein 
Principal

Welcome
from the Principal
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“In two short  
years at  
Woodhouse,  
I have met  
amazing people, 
learnt amazing 
things, and  
grown as a  
person. I will  
miss it!”  
Anton Georgiou 
St James’  
Catholic High  
School
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It’s true. When most of us found out that we’d been accepted to attend Woodhouse Sixth Form  
College we were a bit apprehensive. It’s got this reputation for being all about academic results 
and, when you’re already a bit nervous about leaving school, that can feel like added pressure. 

But, once we’d decided to take up our places and we’d arrived, we all soon realised that things were very 
different. The first thing you notice is that the members of staff are normal, well, most of them! You can 
actually have a proper conversation with them and feel like they care about what you have to say.

It’s also pretty inspirational being surrounded by so many great people who are all there to work hard and 
achieve their goals. That doesn’t mean you don’t have loads of fun too, but you can learn just as much from 
other people on your course as the classes themselves.

Going to college is a totally different experience from going to school. You’re given greater independence 
and take real responsibility for your own work. It’s not that you’re left on your own and told to sort things 
out for yourself, though. The members of staff are incredibly supportive – the best – and help you to learn 
to manage things for yourself, rather than just telling you what to do. 

But what’s really great about Woodhouse Sixth Form College is the balance between work and social life. 
We’re all given the opportunity to take part in various enrichment activities relating to sports,  
science, art and a wide variety of other interesting subjects. And of course, the College Council gives all 
students an active voice so that they have a say in how things are run and improved.

At the end of two years I think most of us are now looking back and wondering where the time has gone. 
Woodhouse Sixth Form College has been the most amazing place to spend what are some of the most  
important years of our lives. It has been a platform for us to meet new people, form lifelong friendships 
and most of all to work hard and fulfil our ambitions. 

Woodhouse College Council

Welcome
from the College Council
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“Five words to sum up Woodhouse Sixth-Form  
College? Inspirational, amazing, challenging, 
happy and fun.” 
College Council

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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Choosing your A 
Level subjects can 
make even the most 
focused person panic 
a bit. What if you get  
it wrong? 

Here at Woodhouse 
Sixth Form College 
we recommend that 
everyone ‘refers’ to this 
simple process:

Choosing 
your A Level subjects
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Su
cc

es
s

Are you good at the 
subject and do you 
think you can make 
a success of it?F

u
tu

re

Does this  
course support  
your career hopes  
and aspirations or, if 
you don’t know  
what to do, does it  
keep your options 
open?

E
n

jo
y

m
en

t

Do you find  
the subject fun  
and will it make you 
happy to spend two 
years learning  
more about it?

R
eq

u
ir

em
en

ts

What grades do  
you need to qualify 
for the course and  
do you expect to  
get them?

Once you’ve answered these questions then we always recommend that students ‘do their homework’. That means talking to people 
who might have done it, learning a bit more about the subject-matter and course content, finding out what the examination process 
will involve, and talking to teachers and parents about your options. 

You’ll get two key opportunities for asking us questions: at our Open Day on 9th November 2013 and also during your 20-minute 
interview.
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How many 
subjects do you pick?

Year 12
Your first 
year

This represents your first year of the A Level qualification. 

Most students study four AS subjects. A few take five subjects. These will depend on your GCSE results and  

university/career aspirations. 

At the end of this year you’ll take the AS exam in each of your subjects and progression on to the next stage will be 

dependent  

on your  

passing these 

at grade E or 
higher.

Year 13
Your final 
year

At this point most students take three or four of their original subjects forward to A2. You can also opt to take an 

additional AS subject, (for example AS Critical Thinking or AS Further Maths). Around 100 students each year 

also take the Extended Project Qualification in their second year: this is worth half an A Level.

…plus:
In your first year you will also participate in courses that are part of our Enrichment  
Programme. You’ll be expected to complete at least two, six-week courses.  

These are designed to improve your learning skills and capability, as well as try  

something new and expand your areas of interest. 

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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Amnesty  
International

Developing skills outside of pure curriculum study is an important part of why 
you go to Sixth Form College. Your two years at college should be different 
from school – a stepping-stone between GCSEs and university, where you are 
given support to develop your interests, learning skills and personality.

Enrichment
Our Enrichment Programme works alongside your A Level studies to give you 
a chance to extend your interests, try new activities and develop your portfolio 
of skills. 

You’re expected to participate in at least two six-week enrichment courses  
as an integral part of your college timetable. Whether you’re into sports or 
prefer music and the arts, there’s something for everyone. Our list of  
enrichment opportunities changes most years, usually as a result of  
suggestions from students. If you don’t see something you want to do on the 
list, let us know what you’d rather be doing and we’ll see if it’s possible.  
Typical courses are featured over the next few pages.

Enrichment 
and life outside of A Levels
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Badminton

Chess

Belly  
Dancing

Basketball

Choir

Creative  
Writing

Debating

Duke of  
Edinburgh

Latin  
American 
Dancing

Observational 
Drawing

Pottery Running  
10k for  
charity

Swimming

Volunteering
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Many of our students take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Whilst the 
highlight is the expedition in the summer this national scheme also involves  
a programme of volunteering, sport and skills development. 

Other activities include volunteering in schools, the Envision active citizenship 
project, NCS/The Challenge, talent shows, field courses, art trips,  
foreign exchanges, a ski trip and the opportunity to undertake voluntary and 
charity work experience both in this country and abroad. There are even 
opportunities to get involved in mentoring and study-buddy programmes, 
as well as join our popular College Council, represent your peers as a Tutor 
Group Representative, run the College Prom or produce the Yearbook.

The netball team competes in the Barnet League and two boys’ football  
teams play regular matches in the Barnet and Middlesex League and  
Cup competitions, often featuring prominently in the honours at the end of  
the season. We also have a brilliant girls’ football team that won the Barnet  
Cup last year.

The College has a Jazz Band which provides an  
opportunity to continue your interests in music, 
even if you are not studying music as a subject,  
and our regular college drama performances 
present opportunities both on and off the stage.

Tennis

Football  
Teams

Gym  
Workout

Kick  
Boxing

Squash

Striving for  
excellence!

Enrichment is 
never ending…Don’t hide your light…

Duke of 

Edinburgh

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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Activity Week
Our popular Activity Week at the end of the summer term, in particular, presents opportunities for work 
experience, short courses and university-based summer schools and taster days.

Woodhouse Challenge
Woodhouse Challenge is totally unique to Woodhouse Sixth Form College. We feel this programme of 
activities and events demonstrates our commitment to excellence, as well as presenting opportunities for 
enrichment that you simply won’t find anywhere else. 

Activities in the past have included an astrophysics talk; the UK Senior Maths Challenge; a talk on The Holocaust; a speaker on Philosophy and Science and a 
workshop on Screen Writing. In addition to welcoming back many ex-Woodhouse students to talk about their chosen careers, we have also included events with 
some well-known ‘external’ faces and organisations. In the last academic year Martin Lewis, from MoneySavingExpert.com, visited the College to talk about 
student finance; a group of students went into Central London to meet Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, as well as former-Dragon, James Caan, and to tour a 
number of key organisations like Channel 4, O2, Telefonica and Slaughter & May; Natalie Bennet, leader of the Green Party, gave a talk on her vision of a “low-
carbon, jobs-rich” future; we organised our own Model UN conference, inviting delegations from other schools and colleges for a weekend of debate; and one of 

our most popular trips in 2012 was when we, again, took students to see Boris 
Johnson being questioned during Mayor’s Question Time at City Hall. 

Most importantly, Woodhouse Challenge is a student-run initiative. Each year 
students are invited to participate in the Woodhouse Challenge committee and 
encouraged to organise and ultimately run events. By taking responsibility for 
your own Woodhouse Challenge we make sure we not only put on the events 
that you want, but that you develop valuable skills in their management.

Extra qualifications
Many of our students seek out opportunities to develop a real sense of  
differentiation and advancement through studying for extra qualifications, in 
addition to A Levels. Not only are these useful for progression to university 
or employment, the process encourages a culture of ambition, self-managed 
learning and maturity.

Our extra qualifications take a number of forms. If you are interested in sport 
and thinking of a ‘people related’ career (such as medicine, physiotherapy or 
teaching), the Community Sports Leader Award 

and Higher Sports Leader Award may be of interest. Many students decided to learn a new language, and 
GCSE Italian is very popular. However, we also offer the Extended Project Qualification, in the second 
year, which is the equivalent of an additional A Level. Within this, your choice of subject is your own (as 
long as it is relevant to your chosen degree or career) and the course follows a more ‘university-style’ 
independent-learning approach.

Enrichment and life outside of A Levels (cont.)

Basic  
Chinese

Climbing

Netball

Table 
Tennis

Zumba
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Supporting 
your learning
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If your time at Woodhouse Sixth Form College is to successfully take you 
on a journey of self-development, and prepare you properly for university 
or employment, then we need to excel at more than just A Levels.

We’re really proud that Woodhouse Sixth Form College is known for being 
a happy, supportive environment, where personalities, diversity and wider 
interests contribute to exam success.

Tutorial support
The tutor-relationship underpins your whole time at Woodhouse Sixth Form 
College. When you first arrive, you’ll become a member of a tutor group, led 
by your Personal Tutor. By meeting three times a week, you’ll get to know your  
tutor really well, ensuring that you feel supported both academically and  
pastorally. Tutors will pass on information about activities in the College as 
well as helping you to resolve areas for concern or things you’re struggling 
with. They’ll monitor your progress, hold regular individual review  
interviews and work with you to set targets for performance and action. 
Wider sessions, held as a whole tutor group, will focus on the development of 
independent learning, understanding your next steps and progression on to 
university or employment.

The work that your Personal Tutor does will be overseen by a Senior Tutor.  
They are here to devote extra time to dealing with specific academic or  
personal issues you might be experiencing. They are further supported by 
Pastoral Managers, our Additional Learning Support Coordinator and  
external Counsellors, should you need them.

“Two amazing 
years to  
remember! Met 
so many new 
people, took 
part in great  
activities and 
had amazing 
teachers!”  
Ayoub Bessasso 
Bales College 

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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Communication with parents 
We understand that communication, at this important stage, is vital for your happiness and success. In addition to open days,  
careers and higher education evenings and other events in the college, we’ll hold regular meetings with you and your parents.  
We’ll send home regular reports on your work and progress during the year, and your parents can discuss these further at our  
termly Parents’ Evenings.

Whilst parents are welcome to contact Tutors or Subject Heads at any time, they can also get more proactively involved in shaping  
the future of the College, through volunteering to stand as an elected parent governor.

Learning resources and learning 
Our facilities are designed to provide the right environment to support your studying and learning and flexibility to ensure that there 
is the right space for every student. Our large, modern, well-resourced library centre is open from 8am to 5:30pm and is a dedicated, 
supported space for A Level study. Students can use this for quiet study in addition to our two popular learning zones, which offer  
opportunities for group work, peer support and learning mentoring. Bright, contemporary social areas and our canteen provide  
additional communal space for relaxing but also present further opportunities for working, in more informal surroundings.  

Information Technology
As you would expect, information technology underpins much of our learning and teaching, day-to-day. We have over 170  
internet connected computers in our library and learning zones, specifically for student use. We pride ourselves on making  
sure that these are as current as possible, in terms of speed and connectivity. We also provide 35 laptops for students to borrow  
on one-day loans, from the library. 

The whole college campus is Wifi enabled, allowing students to use their own devices, where required.
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“Woodhouse  
has been an 
amazing  
place to  
spend some  
of the most  
important 
years of my 
life. I have  
made many 
unforgettable 
memories.”  
Helin Buyukgul 
Hornsey School 
for Girls

Supporting your learning (cont.)
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We’re firmly focused on helping you to make the right decisions for your future – we recognise that 
your time at Woodhouse Sixth Form College is a fundamentally important stepping-stone on to your 
chosen pathway.

Careers support
Our full-time Careers Coordinator works in our dedicated careers resource area, which is well stocked 
with literature and electronic search facilities. In addition to offering one-to-one advice, we work with 
subject-staff to organise special events, including talks by speakers from a wide range of universities 
and employment areas. We also arrange mock interviews and our popular Higher Education Information 
Evening, for you and your parents.

As you progress through your two years with us, you’ll come to realise that our approach to careers  
support is as typically ‘bespoke’ as everything else we do. We’ll work with you on a formal and informal 
basis – both personally and in tutor groups, to provide advice and guidance to help you plan out your  
next steps.

Life after 
Woodhouse Sixth Form College
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“Unforgettable. My time  
at Woodhouse has been  
amazing. I have gained 
friends for life,  
Independence and feel  
prepared for life  
after Woody!”  
Martha Ratcliff 
Queen Elizabeth’s Girls’ School

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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What do people do after  Woodhouse  
Sixth Form College?
■ 45% to Russell Group universities

■  Top 10 universities: Nottingham, Queen Mary, City, Herts, 
Manchester, Sussex, Birmingham, Brunel, UCL, Warwick.

■  Top 10 degree courses: Law, Economics, Psychology,  
Geography, History, Chemistry, English, Mathematics,  
Engineering, Business Management.

■  Number of students to Oxford or Cambridge: 11

■  Number of students to medical school: 8
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Where students go
■ Direct to university – 95%

■ Employment

■  Other destinations – 5%

What students do
■  Direct to university to 

study for a degree/other 
HE course – 85%

■  Gap year – 15%

“I’ve had a brilliant time, met some real characters 
and forged what I hope to be lifelong friendships.”  
Johnny Costa 
St Thomas More Language College

Woodhouse helped define 
who I am today. I’ve made 
great friends and my  
teachers were incredibly 
supportive. Thank you 
Woodhouse!  
Ashita Gaglani 
The Compton

“So many great 
memories that 
I cannot pick 
one out, but  
my time at 
Woodhouse 
was awesome 
:D”  
James Ingram 
The Compton

“Climbing the 
Great Wall 
of CHina is 
amongst the 
best of my 
memories from 
Woodhouse!”  
Aishah Newing 
Queen  
Elizabeth’s  
Girls’ School

Life After Woodhouse Sixth Form College (cont.)
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How do I 

apply?
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August 
From  
21st August 2014, 
enrolment begins

August 
GCSE Results 
Day – 21 August 
2014

July 
Introductory  
afternoon for 
new students – 
2nd July 2014

May/June 
You’ll be taking 
your GCSEs now

April 
All offers will be 
made by the end 
of April

February/March 
Interviews for those invited will be  
held on 14th, 24th, 26th February and  
5th March

“Brilliant - I couldn’t have asked for more from 
the college and from all of the lovely people!”  
Radha Bhatt 
The Compton

February
Every year we make a few ‘direct offers’ to students whose  
school report is excellent, whose predicted grades are high and 
whose intended course seems sensible and coherent

January
Applications 
close 20th  
January 2014  
at noon

December 
/January
Don’t forget to  
apply online  

November
Online applications are open from  
9th November, as soon as our Open  
Day has ended

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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1  
Who can apply? 

Woodhouse Sixth Form College is for 16-18 year 
olds. Almost everyone is 16 when they first start 
and come straight from school. All students are 
full-time, studying A Levels. Although we do not 
prioritise applicants from particular boroughs, 
we prefer to offer places to those who live within a 
reasonable travelling distance.

2   
What criteria are used for selecting 
for interview? 

We look at your academic potential, travelling  
distance to the college, school report, subject  
combination, contribution to your current school 
and participation in extra curricular activity.

3   
Are there any fees? 

We’re funded directly by the government and are 
therefore free to EU citizens. We do ask for a £100 
contribution towards books and materials and 
charge a £50 refundable deposit.

4   
Can I change subjects after I have 
been offered a place?   

We’ll do our best to accommodate you with this, 
once we’ve received your request in writing.  
However, please note that we are generally  
very over-subscribed and this may not always  
be possible.

5   
What sort of offer can I expect?    

We usually stipulate A or B grades in particular  
GCSE subjects (see the subject page in this  
prospectus for details), at least a B in English  
Language and a C in Maths, and an average  
GCSE score across all subjects as follows:

Programme Average GCSE Score

5 AS in first year 6.7

4 AS in first year 6.0

(A* = 8, A = 7, B = 6, etc)

Note that these are the minimum average GCSE 
scores required and your particular offer may  
differ from this.

6   
What happens if I do not reach the 
offer conditions?   

Unfortunately you may lose your place. However, 
as long as you have passed Maths at C and  
English at B (which we require all students to do) 
we are sometimes able to renegotiate for your 
chosen course.

7   
If I get a waiting list place, what are 
my chances?   

This varies depending on the year and course 
selected. The more flexible you are about your 
subject choices the more likely it is that we will be 
able to fit you in.

8   
Do you operate quotas when  
selecting students?     

No. We judge every application on its own merit.

9   
Are applications processed in  
date order?     

We try to do this but it is hard to make decisions 
until we’ve seen everyone. We spread interviews 
over several days and aim to complete all  
interviews and review all applications before  
making any large-scale decisions about  
offering places.

10   
I currently live overseas, can I  
still apply?     

If you are returning to the UK in August 2014 with 
a parent (who has the right to remain in the UK 
for the full duration of your course) then we can 
consider you application. If you are not studying 
GCSE/IGCSE or O Levels then you will need to get 
a Statement of Comparability from UK NARIC. You 
would need to be available for interview in March 
or April 2014.

10   
I wish to come to the UK just to 
study, can I apply?     

We do not hold Tier 4 sponsorship with the UK  
Border Agency and therefore are unable to  
consider students in this category.
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“An  
unforgettable  
two years 
well spent! 
I’ve met the 
most amazing 
people and 
learnt a few 
things about 
myself.”  
Katba  
Imansouren 
Highgate Wood 
School

How do I apply? (cont.)
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AS/A2 
Accounting

AS/A2 ACCOUNTING
Understanding Accounting and its role  
in business

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Introduction	to	Financial	Accounting

•	 	Unit	2:	Financial	and	Management	Accounting	

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	3:	Further	Aspects	of	Financial	 
Accounting

•	 	Unit	4:	Further	Aspects	of	Management	 
Accounting

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Maths,	grade	B

A Level results for 
2013 

100% A*–E, 50% A*–B

Why choose Accounting? 
Understanding the role that numbers play in commercial success can be fascinating.  
If you are considering a career in finance, accounting or management, this course will 
give you a solid foundation for future learning – or even for running your own  
business. Whilst studying accounting at A Level is not essential for most finance- 
related university degree courses, with us you’ll be able to get a head start on the  
subject – learning all about the basic principles of accounting, how they are applied to 
businesses and how the various accounting problems should be tackled. You’ll also get 
a chance to explore and develop your own opinions on related subjects, for  
example Politics, Economics and Business Management. By the time our students complete this course – the majority 
going off to study Accounting or Business at university – they have learned how to use financial tools to make business 
decisions.  The students often discover areas of this vast subject that they are particularly interested in and set out to 
explore it further.

What will you learn?
It goes as read that you’ll learn a lot of data and numeracy skills on this course. But you’ll also learn the techniques 
required for day-to-day accountancy, for example, how the double-entry system operates and techniques for  
keeping accurate accounting records. You’ll be asked to produce financial statements for sole traders, partnerships 
and limited companies, as well as work on more complex case studies that require a combination of solutions.

 A Level Accounting focuses on helping you to recognise and solve financial problems, as well as make decisions 
that will contribute to specific commercial objectives. Through a mixture of class exercises, individual and group 
projects, discussion, tests and mock exams, you’ll be encouraged to use your knowledge about the subject, and wider 
issues, to communicate answers in a compelling and organised way. You’ll learn the difference between presenting 
answers in a numerical and a written form, as well as techniques for manipulating data under time constraints.

The course is assessed through two examinations at the end of each year, one on each unit covered. In the first year, 
these are 1hr 30minutes long, each, including written answers to four compulsory questions. In the second year they 
follow the same format, spread over 2hrs each.
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www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 ANCIENT HISTORY
A chance to delve into the ancient past

Awarding body OCR

AS Level units •	 	Unit	1:	Politics	and	society	of	Ancient	Sparta	
(Greek History from Original Sources)

•	 	Unit	2:	Cicero	and	political	life	in	late	 
Republican Rome OR Augustus and the  
Principate (Roman History from Original 
Sources)

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Greece	in	conflict	460–403	BC

•	 	Unit	4:	The	fall	of	the	Roman	Republic	81–31	
BC OR The invention of Imperial Rome 31  
BC–AD 96

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 	GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B

•	 GCSE	History,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

N/A – new course

Why choose Ancient History? 
It’s not all about dead people, you know! The study of ancient history gives you the  
opportunity to delve into the ancient past and investigate historical themes. You’ll  
learn about war, politics and the lives of men and women from different classes and 
backgrounds, as well as discussing the ways these people and experiences shaped  
the world that followed.

Importantly, through the evaluation and interpretation of different sources, you’ll  
develop skills that support the study of other humanities subjects, especially  
History, English, Politics and Philosophy. It’s for this reason that Ancient History 
presents students with widespread opportunities for progression. Armed with the 
skills learned during their time at Woodhouse Sixth Form College our students go  
on to study degrees in a wealth of subject areas, including Classical Studies, English 
Literature, Classical Civilisations, Ancient and/or Modern History, Law, Geography  
as well as other humanities subjects.

What will you learn?
Each unit is structured to include a number of subject areas, including ancient literature, history, politics, culture, 
society and religion. 

The first year will focus on establishing a basic foundational understanding of the subject areas, in particular, warfare 
in the ancient world and the impact it had on the lives of ordinary people, slavery, politics, society and the importance 
of religion. The second year will continue this investigation chronologically.

But don’t worry, it’s not all dry, dusty lectures. The course is specifically designed to get you involved in the  
historical process. Learning the facts and dates are only partly what it is designed to achieve. Importantly, through a 
combination of class, small group and individual study, the course develops your ability to evaluate and analyse  
literary, documentary and material evidence, to formulate an argument and support a point of view through the use  
of appropriate original sources and to write analytical and evaluative essays.

The course is assessed at the end of each of the two years in exams. These last 1hr 30minutes each and consist of two 
sections: short answer questions and one essay.

AS/A2 
Ancient  
History
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AS/A2 
Art &  
Design

AS/A2 ART & DESIGN
Use your imagination and learn about 
creativity 

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Mechanical	and	Natural	Objects

•	 Unit	2:	Externally	set	assignment

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Personal	Response

•	 Unit	4:	Externally	set	assignment

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Art,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*- E, 87% A*- B

Why choose Art & Design? 
This course is a chance for you to explore your creative, imaginative side. Drawing on 
your experiences and backgrounds you’ll work on a variety of projects, developing 
skills and techniques in a range of artistic styles. 

As well as getting plenty of opportunities to try things out for yourselves, you’ll learn 
from direct teaching as well as talks, presentations, reading, reflective writing, trips 
and visits from professionals working in this sector. You will be able to experiment with a wide range of materials 
including painting, drawing, mixed-media, digital technologies, etching, screen printing, photography, textiles, 
ceramics, sculpture, printing, and collage, to name a few. You’ll explore ways to record and represent images as well 
as learning about styles, techniques, art history and genres. 

Around 50-60% of our students, each year, go on to Art Foundation Courses or art-related degrees such as  
Architecture, Graphic Design, Product Design and Fashion. Importantly, however, this course is not only for those 
seeking a future in an artistic discipline. As a complimentary area of study to our other A Level subjects, art presents 
opportunities to develop lifelong skills in analysis, research, interpretation and creative execution.

What will you learn?
Over the two years you’ll develop a portfolio of work that shows off your creativity and understanding of your subject. 
The course is divided up into four units that are designed to be interpreted by you, in a direction of your choosing. 
We’ll work with you to help you develop skills in evaluation, research, drawing and historical understanding, as well 
as the use of a variety of techniques and disciplines to allow you to express yourself visually and to support your  
work theoretically.

The four units are all internally assessed, with sample moderation. In the first unit you can choose your area of  
work. You will be assessed on your supporting studies as well as the practical outcome. This coursework will make 
up 60% of your AS. In Unit 2 you will be given a theme to develop over a series of weeks into supporting studies with 
a set, eight-hour timed period under controlled conditions, at the end of which you will produce your final piece of 
work worth 40% of your marks. The second year follows much the same format with a personally directed piece of 
coursework to start (Unit 3) forming 60% of your marks. In this final year the supporting study is also submitted with a 
1000-3000 word personal study, as well as the practical outcome. The final unit works in the same way as at the end of 
year one, with a controlled, timed element (12 hours) and supporting studies worth 40%of your marks.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 HISTORY OF ART  
(Art of the Western World)
Structuring appraisal and debates  
about art through the ages

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Visual	analysis	and	interpretation

•	 Unit	2:	Themes	in	History	of	Art

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Investigation	and	Interpretation	(1)

•	 Unit	4:	Investigation	and	Interpretation	(2)

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Art,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

N/A – new course

Why choose History of Art? 
Studying History of Art isn’t just about looking at old paintings. Over the two years on 
this course, you’ll learn about the formal characteristics and terminologies used in 
art, but also the social and cultural concepts surrounding the topic, and develop skills 
in exploration, evaluation, discussion and comparing evidence. You’ll be engaged in 
highly interactive classes, where you’ll be encouraged to disagree, debate and form 
your own supported opinions. 

Although ideally suited to those planning a career in art or art history, this is also relevant for those going on to a 
future in journalism, auction houses, curatorship and history in general. 

What will you learn?
The course starts by teaching you the techniques you’ll need to critically appraise and interpret all forms of  
Western Art. You’ll develop your awareness of aesthetic techniques and styles as well as your knowledge of the  
use and meaning of the formal aspects of art. Once armed with this understanding, you’ll move on to learning about 
the key themes throughout history – from Classical Greece to the end of 20th Century – that’s everything from  
500BC to 2000AD.

The second year looks more specifically at art and architecture in 18th and 19th Century Europe and America,  
with each unit focusing on a complete century in detail. Both years are assessed through a combination of written  
exams and coursework, and classroom learning is supported by regular debates, discussions and gallery and  
museum visits.

Over the complete course you will not only learn to understand the artistic movements but also methods for  
analysis, techniques for making judgements and you’ll develop skills in evaluation and the structuring of a  
persuasive argument. 

AS/A2 
History  
of Art
(Art of the  
Western World)
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AS/A2 
Biology

AS/A2 BIOLOGY
Exploring and challenging the  
natural world

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Biology	and	Health	(16.7%)

•	 	Unit	2:	Variety	of	Living	Organisms	(23.3%)

•	 	Unit	3:	Practical	and	Investigative	Skills	1	
(10%)

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	4:	Populations	and	Environment	(16.7%)

•	 	Unit	5:	Control	in	Cells	and	Organisms	
(23.3%)

•	 	Unit	6:	Practical	and	Investigative	Skills	2	
(10%)

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Mathematics,	grade	B,	and

•	 GCSE	Biology	and	Chemistry,	grade	B,	

OR

•	 GSCE	Core	and	Additional	Science,	grade	BB

A Level results  
for 2013

96% A*–E, 55% A*–B

Why choose Biology? 
If you have an interest in living organisms and systems, are intrigued by cutting- 
edge biological developments (such as genetic modification, cloning, stem cells, 
xenotransplantation	or	IVF),	are	interested	in	the	ethical	or	moral	debate	around	 
biological principles or advancements and intend to pursue further scientific  
education, training or employment, enjoy investigative research then A Level Biology, 
at Woodhouse Sixth Form College is for you.

A strong, challenging subject, when combined with Chemistry, Physics, Geography or 
Psychology, as well as a stand-alone, the course combines a diverse mix of lectures, 
demonstrations, group and one-to-one tutorial sessions, including visits to places of 
scientific interest and significance, opportunities to meet employed biologists and to 
work on projects for yourselves. You’ll produce videos and poster materials as well as 
giving presentations and exploring the subject through topical, relevant research. 

Armed with success at A Level Biology, you can go on to study a range of related  
university courses including: Audiology, Biological Sciences, Biochemistry,  
Biomedical Sciences, Dentistry, Environmental Sciences, Evolutionary Biology, 
Forensics, Healthcare, Medicine, Medical Science, Microbiology, Neuroscience, Nursing, Optometry, Pharmacy, 
Pharmacology,	Physiotherapy,	Podiatry,	Psychology,	Radiotherapy,	Sports	Science,	Teaching,	Veterinary	Science	and	
Zoology. Many of Woodhouse Sixth Form College students have gone on to careers in medicine, care work,  
biomedical science, the emergency and uniformed services, healthcare, laboratories and medical administration.

What will you learn?
The course will equip you with a deep understanding of complex scientific phenomena as well as exploring the  
implications of such knowledge on our global community. In particular you’ll develop skills in the practical use of 
data, research, reasoning, analysis, evaluation, team-work, numerical problem-solving and writing, which will 
combine to help you establish hypotheses, use evidence and logic, collaborate, research and scrutinise ideas and 
findings as well as communicate them through well-referenced essays, reports and in examination.

Unit 1 introduces the advanced biology of disease, including the causes and effects of infectious and lifestyle  
ailments. Unit 2 explores the sheer variety seen in living things. It also considers how, despite common origins, life 
may have diversified into such different groups as bacteria, animals, plants, protozoa and fungi. Unit 3 and Unit 6  
allow you to develop and refine investigative skills across a range of contexts. Unit 4 begins the A2 course and  
examines the interdependence of all living things - woven together in a state of dynamic equilibrium, organisms 
cycle nutrients and energy between one another in various ways. The effects of human activities on this equilibrium 
are also explored. Unit 5 concludes the advanced biology programme with an in-depth study of how living organisms 
control and regulate the very systems that keep them alive. From gene expression to the regulation of body  
temperature, this unit draws upon concepts from all previous units.

I really  
felt like  
I was  
learning 
things that 
would be 
beneficial 
to me in 
later life. 
This made it 
easier for 
me to focus 
and enjoy my 
lessons.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol

Woodhouse_Artwork.indd   21 28/10/13   19:24:25



PAGE

22

AS/A2 BUSINESS STUDIES
Understanding and questioning  
businesses, markets and commerce

Awarding body WJEC

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	The	Business	Framework.	

•	 Unit	2:	Business	Functions.	

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Business	Decision	Making.

•	 Unit	4:	Business	Strategy	and	Practice

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Business	Studies,	grade	B,	if	taken

(There is, however, no requirement to have  
studied Business Studies at GCSE.)

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 59% A*–B

Why choose Business Studies? 
The majority of our Business Studies students have gone on to study the subject at  
university or to set up their own businesses. Understanding business organisations – 
how they are set up, work, managed and contribute to our society – is the fundamental 
focus of this course. The broad variety of content covered will help you to explore the 
sector and develop understanding as well as interests in current affairs, economics and 
commerce. You’ll gain an informed perspective on business policies and procedures 
as well as learning to think analytically about issues such as business ethics and the role of businesses in society.

The course combines class exercises, role-play and debate, including visits and lectures from people in business, 
trips to businesses and conferences, as well as independent learning and peer mentoring. Within Woodhouse Sixth 
Form College’s Enrichment programme there are further opportunities to embed your learning – for example through 
Woodhouse Challenge or Young Enterprise.

What will you learn?
The A Level Business Studies course will give you an overview understanding of how business and businesses work 
in the UK. Over the two years you will learn the fundamentals of accounting, finance, marketing, human resources  
and operations management. This basic grounding in the core functions within a modern business will prepare you 
for deeper study in a number of business-related areas, but also work in a complimentary way with any chosen  
career path.

The course is structured to help you think analytically and develop an informed perspective on key business, ethics, 
current affairs and economic matters. Keeping real case studies and examples at the heart of all topics covered, you’ll 
develop the ability to write clear, well-structured essays and make logical written arguments using data provided. 
You’ll have regular opportunities to develop presentation skills and take part in heated class debate. Importantly, 
you’ll also be encouraged to take the theory and apply it to specific scenarios and problems presented ensuring, at  
all times, that your understanding is practical and relevant. 

The course is assessed in four parts (two each year) through a combination of short answer question examination, data 
response and supporting essay questions and case study analysis with five questions.

Above all, through this combination of interactive teaching and assessment, the course will present you with an  
opportunity to form your own opinions, ideas and views on the ways that business works (and sometimes doesn’t 
work). It is for this reason that, although 75% of our last year’s students went on to study business at university, two of 
them chose, instead, to set up their own businesses.

AS/A2 
Business  
Studies

“I enjoyed 
all the  
lessons this 
year... the 
work is  
useful for 
life after 
college”
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AS/A2 
Chemistry

AS/A2 CHEMISTRY
Underpinning all the sciences

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Foundation	Chemistry

•	 Unit	2:	Chemistry	in	Action

•	 	Unit	3:	Externally	marked	practical	 
assessment

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	4:	Kinetics,	Equilibria	and	Organic	 
Chemistry

•	 	Unit	5:	Energetics,	Redox	and	Inorganic	
Chemistry

•	 	Unit	6:	Externally	marked	practical	 
assessment

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Mathematics,	grade	B,	and

•	 	GCSE	Chemistry,	grade	B,	and	either	Physics	
or Biology, grade B

OR

•	 GSCE	Core	and	Additional	Science,	grade	BB

(It is a good idea to study AS Maths alongside  
AS Chemistry)

A Level results  
for 2013

95% A*–E,  62% A*–B

Why choose Chemistry? 
As the central science that leads on to all the others, chemistry helps us to understand 
the world in which we live and underpins a wide range of science-based degree 
courses and careers. Success with A Level Chemistry will prepare you for a future in 
chemistry, pharmacy, pharmacology, chemical engineering, biochemistry, biomedical 
sciences, medicine and dentistry. 

At Woodhouse Sixth Form College the A Level Chemistry course is designed to be 
stimulating, enjoyable and challenging. We want you to develop a passion for the  
subject and understand its practical relevance, as well as learn from the experiences  
of those already in the industry. Class time is supported by trips, conferences,  
spectroscopy workshops with UCL, the Cambridge University Chemistry Challenge, 
the RSC Chemistry Olympiad and Membership to the RSC Chemnet. 

What will you learn?
In the first year, Unit 1 takes your GCSE understanding and gives a clear foundational 
introduction to this higher-level study. You’ll learn about atomic structure, amount of 
substance, bonding, periodicity, organic chemistry and alkanes. Unit 2 will develop 
this into understanding a practical application, through learning about energetics, 
kinetics, equilibria, redox reactions, the halogens, the alkaline earth metals, extraction of materials, haloalkanes, 
alkenes, alcohols, and techniques for analysis. At the end of the first year, in addition to exam papers on each of these 
units, you will have a practical assessment to allow you to demonstrate your understanding and practice.

In the second year you will specialise in two particular areas. Unit 4 focuses on kinetics and equilibria, specifically 
through the study of them alongside acids and bases, nomenclature and isomerism in organic chemistry, compounds 
containing the carbonyl group, aromatic chemistry, amines, amino acids, structure determination and polymers and 
organic synthesis and analysis. Unit 5 concentrates on energetics, redox and inorganic chemistry, through the study 
of thermodynamics, periodicity, redox equilibria, transition metals and the reactions of inorganic compounds in 
aqueous solution. Once again, each unit is assessed by examination as well as an investigative and practical  
skills assessment.

Importantly, however, the skills learned on this course go far beyond the pure curriculum. This course will teach you 
problem solving, teamwork, numeracy, communication, and practical skills, as well as hugely valuable independent 
study and reasoning skills.

“I had no idea 
that I would 
enjoy it as 
much as I do. 
I love it so 
much I am now 
going to study 
it at Uni.”

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
Delving into and analysing the  
ancient past

Awarding body OCR

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Homer’s	Odyssey	and	society,	

•	 	Unit	2:	Roman	society	and	thought	OR	Greek	
Tragedy in its Context.

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	3:	Art	and	Architecture	in	the	Greek	
World	OR	Unit	4:	F390	Virgil	and	the	world	of	
the Hero or Ancient Comedy

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B

•	 GCSE	History,	grade	C

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–C, 80% A*–B

Why choose Classical Civilisation? 
A Level Classical Civilisation is a chance to delve into the ancient past to study the  
language, history, culture and literature of two civilizations that led the world for  
centuries. This in-depth study of the classical Greek and Roman worlds spans  
literature, art, politics, religion, philosophy, theatre, history, sociology and even 
touches on economics. 

An excellent fourth option, alongside other humanities subjects – especially History, 
English, Politics and Philosophy – many Classical Civilisation students go on to study 
Classical Studies, English Literature, Classical Civilisations, Ancient and/or Modern 
History, Law, Geography and a wide range of other humanities subjects.

Whilst on this course you’ll be encouraged to explore the subject through a variety of activities, both in the classroom 
and outside. Trips, presentations, lectures, visits, discussions, experience games, role play and informal debate are 
key – along with the many Enrichment exercises provided, that support exploration of this classical world.

What will you learn?
Throughout the two-year course you will learn about the society and culture of the Ancient Greek and Roman worlds. 
Specifically, this will include Ancient Greek myth (Odyssey) and what this teaches us about society and culture;  
Athenian culture in the 5th century (Greek Tragedy) and the place of drama and theatre within society; society and 
culture in Rome (Roman Society); the lives of the Emperors; and the importance of Satire.

In addition to developing skills in communication, teamwork and the presentation of ideas you will learn how to  
analyse complex information and relate it to the modern world. You will also learn to extract key elements from source  
material and use this to compose well supported arguments within analytical and evaluative essays.

The course is assessed entirely through exams at the end of each of the two years. Each exam will last 1hr 30 minutes 
consisting of two sections: short answer questions and one essay.

AS/A2 
Classical 
Civilisation
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AS/A2 
Computing

AS/A2 COMPUTING
Developing a systematic approach to 
problem solving

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 	Comp	Unit	1:	Problem	Solving,	Programming,	
Data Representation and Practical Exercise

•	 	Comp	Unit	2:	Computer	Components,	The	
Stored Program Concept and the Internet

A2 Level units •	 	Comp	Unit	3:	Problem	Solving,	Programming,	
Operating Systems, Databases and Network-
ing

•	 	Comp	Unit	4:	The	Computing	Practical	Project

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Computer	Studies,	grade	B

or

•	 	GCSE	Maths,	grade	B	and	a	Science	 
subject, grade B

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 44% A*–B

Why choose Computing? 
We all take the internet and computer games for granted, but at some point, someone 
who studied Computing had a hand in creating them. All around us is evidence of 
expertise in computing, not just in terms of how computers and programming work but 
the higher-level analytical skills required.

If you’d like a career as a programmer, computer engineer or within the  
telecommunications industry then this could be the first step on your path to success. 
Not that the topics explored within A Level Computing are limited to these directly 
relevant subject areas. Students from this course have also gone on to study Medicine, 
Law, Business, Politics and other science subjects, drawing from the skills learned. 
Importantly, because of the focus on logic, systematic analysis and problem-solving, 
students with qualifications in Computing are highly regarded by employers and 
universities alike.

But you don’t need to worry, the vast majority of our students start this course with little more than an interest in the 
subject and a desire to learn more. You don’t need to have any previous experience of programming and computing. 
You’ll learn all you need during your two years on this course.

What will you learn?
A Level Computing is not about learning to use Word or desktop publishing – that is covered in our A Level ICT 
course. On the A Level Computing course, you will develop a systematic, analytical and logical approach to  
problem-solving, programming, management and computational mathematics.

You’ll work on independent study projects and in small teams to deconstruct the problems set and to establish a  
solution – including designing algorithms and writing programmes. Specifically, you’ll work in Pascal but also  
with other computational tools and techniques, including HTML, CS, Logic and Boolean algebra, to name a few. 
Opportunities to learn and practice these will be combined with areas of study focusing on hardware, sorting and 
search, database design, communication and networking, and the more discursive topic of the consequences of  
the use of computing. 

The course is assessed through a combination of onscreen exams, practical tests and coursework exercises.

“I found the  
programming 
challenging  
but when I  
finished  
coding I felt 
a sense of 
achievement”

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 DANCE
An insight into the world of dance  
as an art form

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Understanding	Dance

•	 Unit	2:	Choreography	and	Performance

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Dance	Appreciation

•	 	Unit	4:	Group	choreography	and	solo	 
performance

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Dance,	grade	B

or

•	 Audition	required	if	not	studied	at	GCSE

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 29% A*–B

Why choose Dance? 
If you love dance and want to learn more about how the profession works, the  
creative process of choreography and get involved in performance then this is the 
course for you. Far from being an easy option, A Level Dance is hard work,  
challenging and exploratory. If you’re planning a vocational career in dance, teaching 
or performance then this course will give you the grounding you need to move on to a 
specialist degree course. However, it’s also suited to those that simply love the subject 
and want to develop their skills in this area.

It goes as said that this is a practical course – it’ll involve a lot of dancing – but this is varied with classroom time, 
watching	professional	works	on	DVD	and	trips	to	the	theatre,	workshops	and	performances.	You’ll	learn	through	
watching professional practitioners, before having a chance to interpret and experiment for yourself. We want you 
to complete your two years having developed confidence, communication skills, analytical and evaluative ability, a 
belief in the power of teamwork and, above everything, having had the opportunity to explore and expand on your 
love of dance.

What will you learn?
The focus of this two-year course is the genre of contemporary dance (although it will touch on wider genres like  
ballet and jazz). You’ll learn the theory behind creating dances with different themes and techniques, how to  
understand the dancer’s body and how to review and appreciate professional performances. You’ll develop skills as a 
choreographer, working with both soloists and groups, and learn ways to communicate your ideas to others, as well as 
share your skill and ability. 

On each year of your course you’ll be assessed in both a written and practical exam. The intention is that, through  
this process, you’ll learn not only how to improve your own dance skills, but also those needed to establish a career  
in this field.

Like many courses at Woodhouse, our A Level Dance course works hand in hand with the many supporting,  
Enrichment courses available – in particular theatrical performances, events and trips.

The first year is assessed through a written examination worth 40% and Choreography and Performance worth 60%.  
At the end of the second year, assessment is made through a written paper worth 50% which comprises two essay 
questions. The remaining 50% is assessed through a Group Choreography and Solo Performance.

AS/A2 
Dance
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AS/A2 
Economics

AS/A2 ECONOMICS
It’s an exciting time to be studying 
economics

Awarding body WJEC

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Markets	and	Society	

•	 Unit	2:	Microeconomic	Theory	and	Policy

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	3:	Competition	and	Competitive	 
Behaviour

•	 	Unit	4:	Macroeconomic	Issues	and	The	 
Global Economy

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Maths,	grade	B	

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 68% A*–B

Why choose Economics? 
You’d have to have been asleep not to have noticed the changes going on in the world 
over the last few years in terms of economies, business and society. Many of the most 
fundamental issues facing our country, stem from economic theories and practices. It 
doesn’t matter whether we’re talking about banks, businesses or the environment, the 
study of Economics will have played a part. 

Over the two years you’ll gain an informed perspective on economic policies in the UK 
and abroad, take part in lively debates about the key economic issues of the day, such 
as the strategies to do with our national debt, youth unemployment, house price ‘bubbles’ and interest rates. As you 
explore the subject you’ll develop an interest in the subject allowing you to better understand and question what you 
see in the news. 

In 2012, 79 students from Woodhouse applied for Economics courses or related subjects. But although many of our 
students develop an interest in working for the financial sector or a career in banking, the subject areas included in 
this course provide a solid foundation for a future in business, politics, sociology or teaching. 

What will you learn?
To give you the right grounding in the subject, you will learn about key economic concepts such as inflation,  
unemployment, interest rates and associated government policies. You’ll explore the current debates on  
globalisation, protectionism and free trade and our role in the EU, as well as getting a flavour of the calculative  
aspects of demand, supply, elasticity, costs and revenues. But don’t think you’ll spend two years with your head in  
a text book.

You’ll learn the key skills needed to be a successful economist – those of understanding the fundamental theories and 
principles; knowing how to deconstruct, analyse and debate them; and then demonstrating an ability to apply them to 
affect change.

To do this we combine class exercises with independent study, content from YouTube and other social media  
channels, timed essays, class activities and games, lively debate and regular mock exams. You’ll learn to write clear, 
well-explained essays (backed up with diagrammatic illustration) and have plenty of opportunities to air your points 
of view and get peer feedback. There’s no coursework in this subject and, at the end of each of the two years, you’ll 
take two exams (one short answer question and one data response and essay-based).

“Ver y  
interesting... 
knowledge 
will stay with 
me in the  
future... 
connects  
with day to  
day life”

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Understanding people and society 
through their language

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 	Unit	1:	Categorising	Texts	(comparing	texts	
of different types, exploring the relationship 
between language and society)

•	 	Unit	2:	Creating	Texts	(producing	a	folder	of	
creative writing in different styles)

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	3:	Developing	Language	(exploring	how	
children develop language and how language 
itself develops over time)

•	 	Unit	4:	Investigating	Language	(producing	a	
media text and investigation into an area of 
language study of your choosing)

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B

A Level results for 
2013 (%A*–E, A*–B)

100% A*–E, 69% A*–B

Why choose English Language? 
What better way could there be to understand people and society, and the way the 
world is shaped around them, than by learning about their language and  
communication? All around us, the approach that people take to using our  
developing and ever-changing language tells us things about them. In this A Level 
course, we look at how the English language has been used, throughout history,  
exploring styles, techniques and links to society. 

The course approaches this fascinating subject from two angles: first, we ask you  
to study, analyse, appraise and debate language use; then to demonstrate your  
understanding through creative writing in specific styles. The focus is on ensuring that 
your learning goes beyond the classroom, through regular trips and visits, as well as 
classroom, group and individual creative writing and journalism projects. 

The study of English Language contributes positively to any higher education or  
career progression. Although many of our students go on to study subjects such as 
Linguistics, English, Media or Journalism, the subject is highly recognised for those 
seeking careers in Law, Business, Psychology and Education.

What will you learn?
In the first year, you will learn analytical reading and writing skills; evaluative skills; how to read and produce  
texts aimed at different audiences and contexts and develop an awareness of the link between language and  
society. Having learned the fundamentals of language you’ll then work on your own portfolio of creative writing,  
demonstrating a variety of styles.

In the second year, you’ll study the grammar and building blocks of language; how intended audience affects  
language use; how language affects and is affected by gender, age and social status; how language has developed 
over time; and how children acquire spoken and written language. Your final project will focus on producing an  
analytical study and written text on an area that interests you.

Your learning will be assessed throughout the course, through a mixture of 60% essay-focused exams and 40% 
coursework, demonstrating writing skills in different styles.

AS/A2 
English  
Language

“Studying  
English Language 
has changed the 
way I watch 
adverts on TV  
and listen to  
other people 
when they talk  
to me – now I’m 
always picking 
up on the  
hidden meanings  
and thinking 
about how the 
language works”
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AS/A2 
English 
Literature

AS/A2 ENGLISH LITERATURE
Go on a journey of emotion as you  
explore the world through literature

Awarding body OCR

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Poetry	and	Prose	1800-1945	

•	 Unit	2:	Literature	Post	1990	

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Drama	and	Poetry	Pre	1800	

•	 Unit	4:	Texts	in	Time

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 84%  A*–B 

Why choose English Literature? 
Our literary past helps to influence and explain the way the world works today.  
A Level English Literature is more than simply reading books and learning quotes.  
It’s an opportunity for self-reflection and independence… a two-year period during 
which you will be challenged to form and voice your own opinions, drawing from the 
artistry, imagination and creativity of such legendary names as Dickinson,  
Shakespeare, Chaucer and Wilde.

Over the two years you’ll combine assessment through coursework and formal exam questions with student  
presentations, lectures, discussion, debate, individual research, creative writing exercises and the development of 
structured essay-writing technique. 

Your time learning about English Literature will contribute not only to academic and career progression but to your 
own, personal understanding – in essence the benefits are universal. Although many Woodhouse A Level English 
Literature students go to university to read English-related subjects, many have also gone on to pursue careers as  
authors, journalists and lawyers, as well as working in television, advertising, PR, Local Government, the Civil  
Service, Business, Management and Education.

What will you learn?
Over the two years you will learn about literature within the context of different cultures and time periods – for 
example	early	20th	century,	Victorian,	Elizabethan	and	Medieval	society.	You	will	be	introduced	to	the	subject,	in	
the first year, through the study of poetry and prose works from 1800 to 1945, before moving on, in the second year, 
to explore older dramatic and poetry works. Through a range of plays, poetry and modern novels you’ll learn about 
such concepts as Gothic Literature, through to Colonialism as well as more contemporary issues. 

Through this text-based study, you’ll develop skills in independent research, presentation and communication, as 
well as close analysis skills, the ability to understand issues from different perspectives, an understanding of how 
writers shape language to create meaning and, overall, self-reflection and independence.

Above all, during your time studying A Level English Literature you’ll develop a love of words, books, storytelling, 
communication and creativity. You’ll gain an insight into the wider world and, more importantly, yourself. 

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 FRENCH
Learning about the culture, society and 
language of France

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Listening,	reading	and	writing

•	 Unit	2:	Speaking

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Listening,	reading	and	writing

•	 Unit	4:	Speaking

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	French,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*-E, 78% A*-B 

Why choose French? 
There’s no denying that accessing a country through speaking its language  
fluently gives you a very special perspective on things. If you’re planning a career 
in languages, business, education or even politics, then the skills you’ll learn, whilst 
studying French will be invaluable to you. Woodhouse students have gone on to study 
the language (and others) at university, as well as using it in careers as widely as  
primary school teaching and journalism.

Your time studying A Level French will be challenging and varied. At Woodhouse, we like to immerse you in the  
culture of the language, as well as teaching the mechanics. You will expand your knowledge and understanding 
through a mixture of class teaching, individual and group study, debates, trips, visits, lectures and discussions. 

What will you learn?
The fundamental objective of your two years on this course is to help you develop an in-depth knowledge of the  
language and its application. In the first year, you will study a number of set topics, including Media, Culture, Health 
and Relationships. In the second year you will develop this through topics including Environment, Multicultural  
Society and Contemporary Social Issues. You will learn to understand and express yourselves using increasingly 
complex vocabulary and structures, as well as comment on the use of language within specific areas of society. You 
will read and discuss literature, in short extracts, and use the internet, newspapers and magazines to  
research and support arguments. 

Importantly, through expanding your linguistic abilities, you’ll learn communication skills, techniques for working 
effectively, as well as solving problems. 

The course is assessed, at the end of each year, through both written and spoken examinations. Each year 70% of  
your exam will be listening, reading and writing and 30% speaking. 

AS/A2 
French

“You make 
it fun to 
learn 
French!”
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AS/A2 
Further  
Mathematics

AS/A2 FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Delving further into the fascinating  
world of Mathematics

Awarding body MEI

AS Level units •	 	FP1:	Further	Concepts	for	Advanced	 
Mathematics 

•	 D1:	Decision	Mathematics	

•	 M1:	Mechanics	or	S1:	Statistics	1

A2 Level units •	 	FP2:	Further	Methods	for	Advanced	 
Mathematics 

•	 M2:	Mechanics	2	or	S2:	Statistics	2

And usually M3: Mechanics 3 or S3: Statistics 3, 
but other options are also available

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Maths,	grade	A*	or	A

(Students must also be taking A Level  
Mathematics.)

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 71% A*–B 

Why choose Further Mathematics? 
Working alongside A Level Mathematics, the Further Mathematics course is for those 
with a really strong interest and existing ability in Mathematics. It can either be taken 
at the same time as A Level Mathematics, over two years, or AS Level can be taken in 
Year 13 only.

Ideal for those aiming to study Science or Mathematics-based subjects at university, 
the course offers a fast-paced, deeper study into the subjects introduced in A Level 
Mathematics.

Your two years studying Further Mathematics will be an enjoyable, rewarding,  
stimulating and empowering experience. It’s a chance to explore new and more 
sophisticated mathematical concepts. But it’s not all classroom learning and sweating 
over textbooks – there are some optional trips each year, for example, The Maths  
Inspiration Show and Indoor Skydiving, as well as regular visiting speakers from the 
world of Science and Mathematics.

A Level Further Mathematics gives you the opportunity to distinguish yourself as an able mathematician when  
applying for university and jobs, as well as helping to bridge the transitional gap to this future. As part of the course, 
we’ll help to prepare you for taking the extra Mathematics papers (STEP, AEA, MAT), required for particular courses 
at some of the UK’s most prestigious universities.

What will you learn?
Taking the material covered in A Level Mathematics, Further Mathematics expands upon it in addition to introducing a 
broad range of other topics, including complex numbers, matrices, polar coordinates, hyperbolic functions, decision 
maths, more in-depth statistics or mechanics. 

You won’t just learn the theory, though. This course focuses on your understanding the use of Mathematical practices 
and how you can use them to influence real world situations with a mathematical solution. You will develop the ability 
to think logically and apply a variety of methods rigorously. You will be able to show understanding of abstract  
reasoning and conceptual processes. You will be encouraged to develop more creativity in your approaches to  
solving problems and increased resilience in sticking with the more difficult problems.

There are 90-minute exams in three modules at AS and then a further three modules at A2 to gain the full Further 
Mathematics A Level. There is no compulsory coursework (some optional modules have coursework).

Follow @inFinityPi on Twitter.

“Picking Further 
Mathematics at 
Woodhouse was a 
good choice and 
I am ver y happy 
to have done so. 
The teaching was 
great, and has 
ignited my passion 
for the subject -  
I now hold an 
offer from KCL to 
study Mathematics 
with Management 
and Finance,  
(having rejected 
an offer from 
UCL).”

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 GEOGRAPHY
Social, economic and environmental  
thinking on a global scale

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Global	Challenges	

•	 Unit	2:	Geographical	investigations

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Contested	Planet

•	 Unit	4:	Geographical	research

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Geography,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

99% A*–E, 70% A*–B

Why choose Geography? 
An engaging, varied subject, A Level Geography is far from being a group of old 
people, with patches on the elbows of their tweed jackets, studying soil-samples.   
If you’re interested in thinking on a global scale about social, economic and  
environmental problems, if you have a fascination in global current affairs and if you 
want to help find solutions to the issues faced, then this is the subject for you. 

Woodhouse students go on to study Geography, Environmental Science, Geopolitics, International Development, 
International Relations, Development Economics, Resource management and often go into jobs in these fields.  
Geography has the highest employment rate out of any academic subject and Geographers are employed by  
governments, international agencies, charities, universities and large companies. As the green economy grows and 
business becomes increasingly globalised Geographers are in great demand.

A Level Geography is a highly interactive course and learning is through independent research, group discussion, 
debate, thinking about global problems and evaluating solutions in groups and a weeklong field trip. In October 2012, 
the Geography Department took a 10-day trip to China, visiting Beijing and Shanghai, which was an amazing, life 
changing experience for students.

What will you learn?
You’ll learn evaluation skills, analytical skills, essay writing skills, thinking skills, research skills and independent 
learning skills. Above all you will gain an understanding of the global politico-economic and environmental issues 
we face today and how they can be managed. At AS Level, in Unit 1, you’ll learn about global challenges – hazards, 
climate change, globalisation, population and migration. Unit 2 looks at geographical investigations – causes and  
solutions to flooding based on a field trip to the Lake District. In the second year, Unit 3 focuses on our contested 
planet – resource conflicts and management, superpower geographies, international development. Finally, Unit 4 
covers geographical research – causes and management of global food insecurity.

There is no coursework in either year and the course will be assessed through a combination of field-work exercises 
and exam questions.
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“Geography is 
going to help 
me save the 
world!”

AS/A2 
Geography

“I have been 
inspired to 
do Geography 
at university 
because it is so 
interesting and 
engaging.”
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“German was 
brilliant – 
my favourite 
subject!”

AS/A2 
German

AS/A2 GERMAN
Learning about the culture, society and 
language of Germany

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Listening,	reading	and	writing

•	 Unit	2:	Speaking

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Listening,	reading	and	writing

•	 Unit	4:	Speaking

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	German,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013 

100% A*–E, 71% A*–B

Why choose German? 
At Woodhouse we want you to enjoy your language learning. There is no denying  
that the ability to communicate in other languages adds to your employability. But it 
goes further than simply being able to string a sentence together. As with the English 
Language, the root of interaction and communication lies in a deep understanding of 
the culture and social history of a country. A Level German is a fascinating journey 
through the language and the influences that have shaped it over recent years. 

Although much of the learning takes place in class, through individual and group conversation and literary  
deconstruction and analysis, we also encourage you to ‘get out there’ and ‘give it a go’. We offer work experience,  
in Germany, to first year students and a trip to Berlin in the second year. All of our students are encouraged to  
explore the language through different media and you can see a video that our German students have produced  
on YouTube.

What will you learn?
Learning a language like German will help you to develop communication skills, an ability to work with others and 
to assess problems before persevering to establish a solution. You will learn to express yourself using increasingly 
complex vocabulary and structures. You’ll learn to analyse the language, and its influences, by reviewing passages of 
literature and mixed-media. And you’ll explore the opportunities presented by real-life conversational scenarios.

The two-year course is made up of a number of set topics. At AS you will learn about Media, Culture, Health and  
Relationships. In the second year, at A2, you will study the Environment, Multicultural Society and Contemporary 
Social Issues.

Throughout the course you will have homework and classroom assignments, supported by tests to challenge your 
understanding. The formal assessment comes at the end of each year, in the form of both a 70% listening, reading and 
writing exam and a 30% spoken assessment.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Understanding views, disagreement  
and society

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	People	and	Politics

•	 Unit	2:	Governing	the	UK

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Key	Themes	in	Political	Analysis

•	 Unit	4:	Extended	Themes	in	Political	Analysis

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GSCE	humanities	subject,	grade	B

A Level results for 
2013 (%A*–E, A*–B)

100% A-E, 81% A*-B 

Why choose Government & Politics? 
Politics is all about how society manages differing opinions. It’s as much about  
compromise and concession as it is about strength of conviction. It’s about leadership 
and following supporting arguments and establishing them. It’s not simply about being 
an MP or moving to Westminster – it impacts at every level of daily life, irrespective of 
your chosen career path or skill base. If you believe keeping up to date with the latest 
political and social news is a fundamental part of your day – if you enjoy discussion and accept (honestly, now)  
that there are no right or wrong answers, then you should be on the A Level Government and Politics course  
at Woodhouse. 

Although many of our students go on to read pure Politics at university, the skills you’ll develop on this course  
will equip you for a wide range of subject areas – for example Law, International Relations, Economics, History  
and Philosophy.

Like our exam results, our ultimate career destination aspirations are both practical and ambitious. Among recent  
A Level students, one now works for a local MP having studied a PPS degree at Cambridge, one is already a  
Councillor in Brent and another has gone to Maastricht to study Politics, an increasing trend amongst Politics students.

During your time on this course, don’t think it’s all classroom learning and dusty textbooks, however. You’ll be  
encouraged to supplement your knowledge by attending evening lectures at LSE and Guildhall Library as well as 
taster sessions at QMUL and LSE. During your second year, visits are organised to the E.U. institutions in Brussels 
and to the UK office of the European Parliament in Westminster. In addition to this, many of your class will gain work 
experience from their local MP. 

What will you learn?
In essence, you’ll learn analytical skills, researching and essay writing, communication and debating and team  
building. These are skills that will benefit you, whatever your chosen career.

The course is structured to give you a strong grounding in the subject, specifically in terms of the structure of  
Government and Politics and its application. It’s important that you understand the topics at a practical level and that’s 
why classroom discussions and debates, as well as independent study projects, will focus on helping you to form your 
own supported views on current, topical matters.

In your first year, you’ll learn about the UK system – the theory behind it, as well as a strong emphasis on current  
affairs in Britain. We will cover topics such as democracy, elections, political parties, Parliament, the Prime Minister, 
and The Constitution.

In your second year, we will continue to study Social and Economic policy areas in the UK, including The Welfare 
State, Law and Order and the Environment. In addition to this you’ll include a detailed investigation into The European 
Union – the Institutions, Policies and the UK’s role within it.

The course is assessed entirely through exams, with no coursework. You’ll take two written exam papers of equal 
value, at the end of each year. 
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AS/A2 
Government  
& Politics

“it was hard  
at first but 
I definitely 
recommend 
ever yone to 
do it. It’s fun, 
nothing  
like the  
Citizenship  
class at 
school.”
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AS/A2 HISTORY
Reaching into the past, discovering the 
truth and understanding the motives

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 	Unit	1:	Britain	1906–1951,	France	in	Revolution,	
1774–1815: Stuart Britain, 1603–1642 

•	 	Unit	2:	Britain	1902–1918	&	Life	in	Nazi	 
Germany, 1933–1945 & Mussolini’s Italy,  
1922–1945 

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Russian	Dictators:	1855–1956

•	 Unit	4:	International	Relations,	1945–2004

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	humanities	subject,	grade	B	

(GCSE History is not a requirement)

A Level results  
for 2013

99% A*–E, 68% A*–B

Why choose History? 
History is an endlessly fascinating subject with infinite possibilities and perspectives. 
You’ll reach into the past, delving into the conspiracies and stories that have shaped 
our present. You’ll learn the truth behind historical events and people, discover what 
influenced and inspired the iconic names of the past and learn the effects they have 
had on the world in which we now live. 

The subject is well-regarded by universities and employers alike and is applicable 
to a wider range of courses and careers including Law, the Civil Service, Journalism, 
Accountancy, Museum Curators, Research, Teaching and Heritage Work. The skills 
learned on the A Level course underpin many of the top degrees and, as a result, it is one of the most highly sought-
after subjects at the top universities. Four of our students went on to read History at the University of Cambridge this 
year, and UCL, Warwick and York are other popular destinations.

As you would expect, to get the most from this vivid and varied subject the learning includes a wealth of  
opportunities, ranging from trips to key London sites in the first year through to a visit to Berlin at A2 Level. You’ll  
take part in group work, individual study, lectures and presentations, as well as exploring the interpretation of  
historical events and facts through mixed media.

What will you learn?
The focus of all the courses is to study the significant individuals, societies, events, developments and issues within 
a broad historical context. By working through this process, you’ll gain a better understanding of the present as you 
learn to critically evaluate the past. You’ll develop skills in analysis, judgement, evaluation, writing, formulating and 
justifying an opinion, critically evaluating different views and structuring arguments.

The two-year course is divided up into modules, each focusing on a different, contrasting area of history. At AS  
Level you will study one British unit and one European unit. In the second year, you’ll expand upon this knowledge  
by learning about Russian Dictators and International Relations. This overall grounding will expand your  
understanding of current political, social and cultural affairs, as well as helping to underpin your wider interests – 
ranging from literature to business.

This course is assessed in both years, through a combination of coursework and exams. At the end of the first year, 
there will be two exams lasting 1 ¼ hrs and 1 ½ hours worth 50% each. At the end of the second year, there will be 
an exam worth 60% lasting 1 ½ hrs and coursework which will be internally marked and externally moderated worth 
40% of the A2 course.

AS/A2 
History

“Histor y  
lessons are 
great fun and 
what you 
learn about  
is really  
important 
too!”
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AS/A2 
Information and  
Communication 
Technology 

AS/A2 INFORMATION AND  
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Understanding the value of technology  
in organisational practices

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 	Unit	1:	Practical	Problem	Solving	in	the	Digital	
World 

•	 Unit	2:	Living	in	the	Digital	World

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	The	use	of	ICT	in	the	Digital	World

•	 	Unit	4:	Coursework	–	Practical	Issues	Involved	
in the Use of ICT in the Digital World

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 	GCSE	Computer	Studies	or	ICT,	grade	B

or

•	 	BTEC	Extension	Certificate	or	OCR	Nationals,	
grade Merit 

or

•	 GCSE	humanities	subject,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

N/A – new course

Why choose Information and Communication Technology? 
The way that businesses and workplaces use technology is changing. The breadth and 
application for ICT develops every day, as organisations start to understand the value 
of the data that they hold, and the ways that they can (and should) use it. Working  
practices are changing as opportunities open up for ICT to play a bigger and better 
part in day-to-day operations, growth and innovation. It is not simply a case of using 
technology to do old jobs better, it’s about using it to do new things previously  
unheard of.

This course is specifically designed for those planning a career in business or ICT. 
Unlike our A Level Computing course, the study of Information Technology specifically 
looks at the use of technology as a tool in every aspect of daily lives. 

A Level Information Technology is the ideal starting place for further study at degree level fields including  
networking, applications and systems analysis. Combined with mathematics and science it will support applications 
for a number of more specific computer-based university courses.

Like all courses at Woodhouse the A Level Information and Communication Technology course is taught using a  
variety of methods which includes classroom learning, individual and group projects, research-based analysis,  
debates and discussions, mixed-media content (for example videos and online content), and a number of  
Enrichment-based courses to present opportunities for you to apply what you’ve learnt to real business scenarios.

What will you learn?
By studying A Level Information Technology you develop a better understanding of how information can be collected, 
stored, controlled, communicated and manipulated by the use of technology.

You will develop your understanding of how computer systems fit into organisations and how they need to be  
developed, administered and managed. You will have opportunities to test your problem-solving skills and learn 
about social and ethical issues, including how to keep information private. You will gain technical background  
knowledge to support your study of the running of IT systems and the use of systems in e-commerce. 

The course is assessed in both of the two years. At AS Level you will take two exam papers. At A2 Level you will take 
one exam and complete a major coursework project, focusing on the practical issues involved in the use of ICT in the 
digital world.
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GCSE AND AS ITALIAN
A tantalising glimpse at a new language, 
country and culture

Awarding body Edexcel

GCSE units •	 Unit	1:	Listening,	reading	and	writing

•	 Unit	2:	Speaking	

AS Level units •	 Unit	3:	Listening,	reading	and	writing

•	 Unit	4:	Speaking

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 	GCSE	Italian,	grade	B,	or	a	good	background	
in the language

A Level results  
for 2013 

GCSE: 100% A*–B

AS Level: 100% A*–E

Why choose Italian? 
Studying GCSE and AS Level Italian gives you a tantalising insight into a new culture, 
language and society. Woodhouse students have gone on to study the language (and 
others) at university, as well as using it in careers as widely as Journalism, Politics and 
Local Government.

Your time studying GCSE and/or AS Level Italian will be challenging and varied. At Woodhouse, we like to  
immerse you in the culture of the language, as well as teaching the mechanics. You will expand your knowledge  
and understanding through a mixture of class teaching, individual and group study, debates, trips, visits, lectures  
and discussions. We even offer work experience, in Italy, for AS Level students that want to really test their ability  
and understanding.

What will you learn?
The fundamental objective of your two years on this course is to help you develop an in-depth knowledge of the  
language and its application. At GCSE you will develop a vocabulary based on around 2000 words, and the ability  
to speak about and understand information on a range of topics. At AS Level you will study a number of set topics,  
including Media, Culture, Health and Relationships, and learn to understand and express yourselves using  
increasingly complex vocabulary and structures, as well as comment on the use of language within specific areas  
of society. You will read and discuss literature, in short extracts, as well as using the internet, newspapers and  
magazines to research and support arguments. 

Importantly, through expanding your linguistic abilities, you’ll learn communication skills, techniques for working 
effectively in teams, including solving problems. 

GCSE Italian is open to all students whether or not they have passed a GCSE in Languages before. Some students 
progress on to the AS Level course in their second year.

The course is assessed at the end of each year through both written and spoken examinations. Each year 70% of your 
exam will be listening, reading and writing and 30% speaking. 

GCSE  
& AS 
Italian

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 
Latin

AS/A2 LATIN
Understanding the foundation of modern 
language and literature

Awarding body OCR

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Latin	verse	lower	case	for	all

•	 Unit	2:	Latin	verse	and	prose	literature

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Latin	verse

•	 Unit	4:	Latin	Literature

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Latin,	grade	B

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

N/A – new course

Why choose Latin? 
Far from being a ‘dead’ language, this new course has been introduced to meet  
demand coming from students wanting to explore the foundations of modern  
languages and literature. 

An excellent fourth option, alongside other humanities and linguistic subjects –  
especially History, French, Italian, English, Politics and Philosophy – Latin students can 
go on to study Classical Studies, English Language and/or Literature, Classical Civilisations, Ancient and/or Modern 
History, Law, Geography and a wide range of other subjects. In fact, if languages fascinate you, studying Latin not only 
supports French, Spanish and Italian but also provides a good grounding for languages such as German, Portuguese, 
Arabic and Russian.

Whilst on this course you’ll be encouraged to explore the subject through a variety of activities, both in the classroom 
and outside. Trips, presentations, lectures, visits, discussions, experience games, role play and informal debate are 
key – along with the many Enrichment exercises provided that support exploration of this classical linguistic world. 

What will you learn?
Latin is taught entirely through its grammatical rules – rules that have been passed on to almost every language that 
has developed since. As a result, the grounding you’ll get in A Level Latin will help you to understand the mechanics 
and structure of language in general.

To improve your understanding of the language you’ll also learn about the ancient world, through the study of Roman 
literature, including Cicero and Ovid. You will learn to demonstrate an understanding of Latin literary techniques; 
evaluate evidence and draw conclusions using appropriate references or quotations; produce personal responses to 
Latin literature, showing an understanding of the Latin text within their literary, social and historical contexts. And, of 
course, you’ll practice your vocabulary through regular translation exercises.

The course is assessed in both years, through 100% exams, each lasting 1hr 30 minutes and consisting of two sections: 
translating into passages and comprehension questions.
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AS/A2 LAW
Gaining an understanding of criminal 
and civil law, and its application

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Law	Making	and	the	Legal	System

•	 Unit	2:	The	Concept	of	Liability

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Criminal	Law

•	 Unit	4:	Tort	and	Legal	Concepts

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

Two Bs at GCSE in essay-writing subjects

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*-E, 46% A*-B   

Why choose Law? 
The Law affects every aspect of our lives. You only have to pick up a newspaper  
to see, with every page-turn, evidence of the Law at work. If you’re interested in  
current events, a career in Law, Politics or Business then this course is for you. Almost 
half of the A Level Law students from Woodhouse go on to study Law at university with 
ultimate destinations ranging from Oxford and Cambridge through to Apprenticeship 
schemes in law firms.

The course combines class exercises, written projects, role-play and debate, as well as visits to The Old Bailey, The 
High Court and a Magistrates Court, lectures from people in the business and legal world, including independent 
learning and peer mentoring. Within the Enrichment programme there are further opportunities to embed your 
learning – for example through Woodhouse Challenge, Young Enterprise or our recent Mock UN debate. 

What will you learn?
You will gain an understanding of both Criminal and Civil Law and how they each impact on everyday lives. At the 
highest level, the skills you learn over these two years will give you an ability to look at all sides of an issue, to detect 
bias, to debate and to analyse complex arguments.

In the first year, you will learn about the roles of Magistrates, Judges and Juries in our society, how and why people 
sue each other and how Law is made in Parliament. You will learn about criminal offences such as ABH and GBH and 
negligence law, for example if a doctor gives you the wrong treatment.

In the second year, you will learn about Murder, Manslaughter and Self Defence. In Civil Law you will learn about 
tragic events like Hillsborough and what to do if your neighbour plays music all night. You will also discuss the  
philosophy behind Law and look at questions on Law and Justice and Law and Morality.

At the end of each year your work will be assessed through two examinations, made up of a combination of short and 
long-answer essay questions.

AS/A2 
Law

“Law was  
not what I 
expected but  
I really loved 
it. Now I am  
going to  
study it at 
Uni.”

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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“Mind blowing, 
never realised 
the world is 
maths!!!”

AS/A2 
Mathematics

AS/A2 MATHEMATICS
Demonstrating reasoning, logic, 
problem-solving and analysis

Awarding body MEI OCR

AS Level units •	 C1:	Introduction	to	Advanced	Mathematics

•	 C2:	Concepts	for	Advanced	Mathematics	

•	 M1:	Mechanics	1	or	S1:	Statistics	1

A2 Level units •	 C3:	Methods	for	Advanced	Mathematics	

•	 C4:	Applications	of	Advanced	Mathematics	

•	 	M2:	Mechanics	2	or	S2:	Statistics	2	or	 
S1: Statistics 1 or M1: Mechanics 1

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Mathematics,	grade	B	

A Level results  
for 2013

98.6% A*-E, 68% A*-B

Why choose Mathematics? 
Having a proven track record in mathematical learning is increasingly in demand. 
Employers seek people who have demonstrated their understanding successfully. 
Technological innovation is underpinned by mathematical theory in the same way that 
the discipline supports and develops understanding across the sciences and business. 
Importantly, the skills learned during your time studying A Level Mathematics – those 
of reasoning, logic, problem-solving, analysis – will stand you in good stead, whatever 
your ultimate destination.

At least 75% of Woodhouse A Level Mathematics students follow a maths related course 
at university – with over 80% of these moving on to a Russell Group university. An A Level in Mathematics may be 
compulsory for degrees in Sciences, Engineering and Computing, and is increasingly becoming a requirement for 
other degrees such as Economics, Architecture and Psychology.

Your two years studying Mathematics will be an enjoyable, rewarding, stimulating and empowering experience.  
But it’s not all classroom learning and sweating over textbooks – there are some optional trips each year, for example 
The Maths Inspiration Show and Indoor Skydiving, as well as regular visiting speakers from the world of Science  
and Mathematics.

What will you learn?
Most importantly, you will learn to apply yourself logically – a fundamental skill, valuable to any educational or  
career progression.

Mathematics at AS and A Level builds on the work you have met at GCSE. All students will study Core (Pure)  
Mathematics, in which you will extend your knowledge of topics such as algebra, trigonometry, and calculus.  
Core Mathematics makes up two thirds of the AS or A Level course.

You will also study at least one of the following important applied branches of Mathematics:

•	 	In	Mechanics you will learn how to describe mathematically the motion of objects and how they respond to  
forces acting on them, from cars in the street to satellites revolving around a planet. You will learn the important 
technique of mathematical modeling, where a complicated physical problem is turned into a simpler one that  
can be analysed and solved using mathematical methods.

•	 	In	Statistics you will learn more about how to analyse numerical data in order to arrive at conclusions about it.  
You will study further the important topic of probability, on which advanced statistical ideas are based.

You will take three examinations, corresponding to the three modules you will have studied. Two of these will be  
on core mathematics and one on applied mathematics.
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AS/A2 MUSIC
Broadening your experiences of live  
and recorded music

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Performing	Music

•	 Unit	2:	Composing	

•	 Unit	3:	Developing	Musical	Understanding

A2 Level units •	 Unit	4:	Extended	Performance

•	 Unit	5:	Composition	&	Technical	Study

•	 Unit	6:	Further	Musical	Understanding

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Music,	grade	B

AND/OR

•	 Grade	5	in	a	musical	instrument

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 63% A*–B 

Why choose Music? 
Whether you want to learn more about musical performance, historical works,  
composition or theory then this is the course for you. If you are planning a vocational 
career in music – be that in teaching, performance or composition, then this course will 
give you the grounding you need to move on to a specialist degree course. However, 
it’s also suited to those that simply love the subject, enjoy performance and want to 
develop their skills in this area.

Although there is a practical element to this course, allowing you to work in your own 
style, you’ll learn a lot about the theories and historical examples that have shaped 
Western classical music. The course has a large amount of coursework, enabling you 
to explore different ways of working. Your time will be a mixture of classroom time, watching professional works on 
DVD	and	trips	to	the	theatre,	workshops	and	performances.	You’ll	learn	through	watching	professional	practitioners,	
before having a chance to interpret and experiment for yourself. 

Anyone who has a keen interest in creating and listening to different styles of music and who wishes to broaden their 
experience of both live and recorded music will flourish on this course. 50% of our students progress to study music 
at Conservatoires or Universities – for example Royal Scottish Conservatoire, Birmingham Conservatoire, BIMM and 
Kings College, as well as Manchester, Liverpool and City Universities. 

What will you learn?
At Woodhouse our A Level Music course aims to encourage students to develop a range of skills, knowledge and 
understanding. It provides a course of study to broaden experience, foster creativity and promote personal and social 
development through musical communication.

The course will extend the three basic areas of: Performance, Composition and Listening and Analysis, already 
encountered at GCSE, to a higher level. Although preparation for your solo performances will mostly be undertaken 
with your instrumental teacher we will involve you in appropriate ensemble performances and time will be allocated 
within the course for rehearsal. Your individual composition work will be supported by study of basic harmony and 
of stylistic procedures. You will develop your listening skills and learn about music from two different areas of study. 
These will cover a wide range of musical styles and genres, but will mostly focus on the western classical tradition.

Assessment on the course is divided into three areas and assessed at the end of each year. Solo performance is  
assessed internally through recorded coursework, taking 30% of the mark. Composition is assessed externally 
through 15 hours of supervised coursework, again taking 30% of the mark. Understanding Music is assessed in a  
written exam, taking 40% of the overall mark, which is externally assessed.

AS/A2 
Music

“Being in  
Woodhouse  
completely 
changed my 
musical tastes 
and helped me 
discover and 
appreciate so 
many more styles 
and composers 
of music.  (You 
should see my 
iPod before  
and after  
Woodhouse!)” 

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
Exploring the technology of live and 
recorded music

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Music	Technology	Portfolio	1

•	 Unit	2:	Listening	&	Analysing

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Music	Technology	Portfolio	2

•	 Unit	4:	Analysing	&	Producing

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Music,	grade	B,	if	taken,	AND

•	 	Piano/keyboard	skills	(assessment	at	 
interview)

•	 Theory	skills	(assessment	at	interview)

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*-E, 50% A*-B  

Why choose Music Technology? 
If you’re fascinated by creating, recording and listening to different styles of music 
– if you’re always thinking about ways to have a career that involves both live and 
recorded music – then you’ll flourish on this course. 

An A Level in Music Technology can lead to further study in the subject and many  
related careers, for example, audio engineering, music recording and media  
technician work. Music Technology can be a stepping-stone into the music, radio, 
internet, film or any other industry which involves sound production. But even if you’re not planning a career in one of 
these areas, over the two years studying this field, you’ll develop essential problem solving skills that can be applied 
to any career. 

This course is full of practical elements, allowing you to experiment and explore the subject and technology. Your 
time will be a mixture of classroom time, individual and group projects, critical review of other works and longer-
term portfolio projects. The course is undertaken with the Barnet Education Arts Trust (BEAT) and involves some 
lessons after school. 

What will you learn?
A Level Music Technology is specifically structured, over the two years, to encourage you to develop a range of  
practical skills, knowledge and understanding. It provides a course of study to broaden experience in live,  
recorded and sequenced sound, foster creativity and promote personal and social development through  
musical communication.

In your first year you will learn about sequencing and recording, as well as arranging and composing using music 
technology. You’ll develop the skills needed to recognise the musical, technical and stylistic features of modern 
recorded music. In your second, A2 year, you will learn to compose and recreate sounds using music technology and 
develop your ideas from AS Level into more complex and professionally produced productions, as well as producing 
a detailed studio recording of a band.

The course is assessed in two ways at the end of each year. Your Music Technology Portfolio forms 70% of the mark 
awarded. In this you will present, for external assessment, two computer sequenced performances and one record-
ing. The exam board will set the musical style of both sequences. The recording will involve drums, bass and lead 
and/or rhythm guitars as well as keyboards and/or voice. There will also be written work in the form of a logbook for 
each piece of music.

The Listening and Analysing examination forms 30% of the overall mark and will take 1hr 45mins. This will be taken 
at the end of the academic year and will consist of a series of musical extracts on CD with a structured answer booklet.
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AS/A2 
Music  
Technology

“Music  
Technology is  
a fun, well 
rounded, and  
ver y useful  
subject to take. 
You learn how  
to compose, write, 
and widen your 
own music,  
whatever it  
may be.” 
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AS/A2 PHILOSOPHY
Analyse, debate and tackle the  
big questions

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 	Reason	and	Experience	and	Why	should	I	be	
governed

A2 Level units •	 	Moral	and	Political	Philosophy	and	J	S	Mill	 
On Liberty (Text)

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B

•	 GCSE	Maths,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*-E, 50% A*-B

Why choose Philosophy? 
The big questions in life – the depth of answers that we all seek. This is the world of  
A Level Philosophy. Over your two years studying Philosophy at Woodhouse, your 
opinions will be challenged through vibrant, engaging classroom debate, you’ll  
embark on personal and group study projects, as well as respond to current affairs  
and moral questions of the time. 

The philosophy student is not simply fed information. You are given tools for thinking – given the opportunity to form 
your own, supported opinions. You learn to look beyond the obvious answer, to think for yourselves and to develop 
academic insight.

It’s for this reason that Philosophy graduates are popular candidates for a variety of high-powered professions –  
Journalism, Research, the Civil Service, Politics and the Law. A recent Times poll revealed that the business world 
favours Philosophy graduates above all others.

A Level Philosophy underpins the study of a wealth of subjects and will prepare you well for any degree course.  
Students from Woodhouse have gone on to study a range of subjects at university, including Philosophy, PPE,  
Philosophy plus another subject (Physics, Maths etc) and, in particular, several have gone on to take up places at the 
University of Cambridge.

What will you learn?
The three key skills that you’ll develop over this course are analytical skills, development of argument and research 
skills. This combination will prepare you will for any career path you choose. 

In your first year, you’ll study Reason and Experience: Where does our knowledge come from? Can we be certain of 
it? You’ll go on to then question God and the World: Can we talk meaningfully about God and does God exist? Is there 
life after death? 

In your second year you’ll expand upon Moral Philosophy: What do we mean by morally ‘right’ and ‘wrong’? Is it just a 
matter of opinion? And if so, how are we to react to the events of 9/11 or the war in Iraq?

The course is assessed by four exams, two at the end of each year, combining short and long-answer essay questions. 

“It changed 
the way I 
look at the 
world”.

AS/A2 
Philosophy

“The most  
enjoyable 
subject by 
far”.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 
Physical 
Education

AS/A2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Deepening your understanding of sport 
and its role in society

Awarding body OCR

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Introduction	to	Physical	Education	

•	 	Unit	2:	Acquiring,	developing	and	evaluating	
practical skills in Physical Education 

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	3:	Principles	and	concepts	across	 
different areas of Physical Education 

•	 	Unit	4:	Improvement	of	performance	and	 
critical evaluation of practical activity 

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 	GCSE	Physical	Education,	grade	B	and	B	in	
Science, if not taken   

•	 GCSE	Science	double	award,	grade	BB,	

or

•	 GCSE	Biology,	grade	B	

Should be a competent performer in two sports 
or have coaching/officiating qualifications in one 
and competent performance in another.

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*–E, 29% A*–B

Why choose Physical Education? 
You might think that A Level Physical Education is going to be a license to kick a 
football about for two years – well, there’s no denying that playing sport is a big part 
of what we do. However, this course is a mixture of practical and theory because it 
develops you mentally, socially and physically. It will give you a deeper understanding 
of sport in society, the way the body responds and adapts to physical training and the 
psychology of sporting performance. 

This combination of practical and theory lessons, trips and tours, as well as regular 
assessment of written, practical and verbal skills will prepare you for a future in Sports 
Science, Physiotherapy, Sports and the Leisure Industry – or nothing related to Physical 
Education at all! It will be of interest to those of you that want to forge a future in the 
world of sport and leisure, although many of our students go on to study a totally  
unrelated subject. The high level of anatomy and physiology content makes this an 
equally valid A Level course for those wishing to study medicine, nursing or other 
similar subjects. The practical side of the subject is emphasised from the start as AS 
students take part in a three-day, outdoor education course in Yorkshire.

What will you learn?
The skills that you’ll learn through the study of A Level Physical Education are universal to any positive future. Sport 
is a great unifier, not only drawing people together but teaching them about group interaction and team work. During 
this course you will build on this to develop skills observation and analysis, communication, independent thinking, as 
well as learning how to apply this knowledge to the world of physical activity.

The course content is varied, covering everything you need to be able to demonstrate a professional understanding 
of the world of sport and leisure. You’ll study Anatomy and the Physiology of Exercise, Sports Psychology, Sport in 
Society and the History of British Sport. You’ll have the opportunity to progress your own sporting achievements, as 
well as study for professional coaching qualifications and First Aid for Sport certification. 

In your first year you will acquire the foundational understanding of your subject through two units: Introduction to 
Physical Education (assessed via a theory exam worth 60% of your overall mark for the year) and Acquiring,  
developing and evaluating practical skills in Physical Education (assessed via coursework, worth 40% of your mark 
for the year). 

In your second year you will again study two units, designed to give you greater depth of understanding. Unit 3:  
Principles and concepts across different areas of Physical Education, forms 35% of your A2 Level grade and Unit 4:  
Improvement of performance and critical evaluation of practical activity forms 15% of your A2 Level grade. Both of 
these units are assessed by theory exam.

“If you are  
genuinely  
interested in 
deepening your 
understanding  
of the theor y  
behind the world 
of exercise, 
health and sport 
in society, then 
do it – if you 
just want to play 
games, forget it 
– it’s hard! – but 
it’s my favourite 
subject.”
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AS/A2 PHYSICS
Exploring how the universe works

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Particles,	quantum	phenomena	and	
electricity

•	 Unit	2:	Mechanics,	materials	and	waves

•	 Unit	3:	Investigative	and	practical	skills	

A2 Level units •	 Unit	4:	Fields	and	further	mechanics

•	 Unit	5:	Nuclear	and	Thermal	Physics	PLUS	
Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Applied Physics 
or Turning Points in Physics

•	 Unit	6:	Investigative	and	practical	skills	

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Maths,	grade	B,	AND

•	 GCSE	Physics,	grade	B,	OR

•	 GSCE	Core	and	Additional	Science,	grade	BB

A Level results  
for 2013 

97% A*-E, 67% A*-B

Why choose Physics? 
If you have a thirst for exploring and learning, for working out how the world works and 
the effect different things have on this, then A Level Physics is the course for you. You’ll 
develop an insight into current theories that seek to explain the workings and origin of 
our universe and what’s inside it. 

You’ll gain a deeper understanding of the physical universe and develop a number  
of transferable skills. All of this will prepare you for a career in Physics and  
progression onto a wide range of related degrees, such as Engineering, Architecture 
and Natural Sciences. 

The course aims to help you develop the necessary skills within an ethos of self- 
management of independent tasks. As a result you’ll spend time in class, working on 
group and individual projects, as well as be presented with opportunities to progress 
your understanding. These include trips to student conferences, a trip to visit the Large 
Hadron Collider in Geneva, an astronomy club (trips to observatories), and an  
electronics club. We also enter students for the British Physics Olympiad.

In 2013, seven students gained places on Physics degree courses (including Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial, UCL, 
Kings), 21 students gained places on Engineering-based courses (including Imperial, Loughborough, Birmingham, 
Warwick, Nottingham), and four students have gone on to study Architecture. 

What will you learn?
Above everything else this course will leave you with an ability to plan, implement, analyse and evaluate practical 
exercises; strategies for successful problem solving; and understanding of the use of IT for analysis of results using 
Excel, data gathering and research; and the ability to communicate difficult concepts clearly.

The course covers a complete, advanced-level grounding in the fundamental areas of the subject. In the first year, 
you’ll cover familiar subjects in more depth: mechanics, materials and waves, and exciting new topics: particles, 
quantum phenomena and electricity.

In the second year, you’ll be introduced to topics including fields and further mechanics, and choose from options 
including astrophysics, medical physics, applied physics and turning points in physics. The practical skills relating  
to how science works are integrated throughout the two years.

The course is assessed at the end of both years, through a combination of exam and investigative and practical  
assignments. Each year the two theory papers are worth 40% of the mark and the practical assessments, 20%.

“A tough 
course but  
fun and  
enjoyable.”

AS/A2 
Physics

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 PSYCHOLOGY
Understanding the science behind  
human behaviour

Awarding body AQA (Specification A)

AS Level units •	 	Unit	1:	Memory/Attachment/Research	 
Methods 

•	 Unit	2:	Stress,	Abnormality,	Social	Influence	

A2 Level units •	 	Unit	3:	Topics	in	Psychology	(a	selection	 
from Biological Rhythms & Sleep, Perception, 
Aggression, Eating Behaviour, Gender,  
Relationships, Intelligence and Learning, 
Cognition and Development) 

•	 	Unit	4:	Psychopathology,	Psychology	in	 
Action, Research Methods 

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Science,	grade	B	

A Level results  
for 2013

99.3% A*–E, 48% A*–B

Why choose Psychology? 
Psychology is a scientific approach to understanding human behaviour. A Level  
Psychology will allow you to think about human behaviour from a number of  
viewpoints. You will be challenged to combine rigorous scientific and mathematical 
work with research and discussion. You’ll get plenty of chance to get involved in  
debating theories and evidence, including voicing your opinions in writing on current 
affairs, as well as the fundamentals of the subject. Over your two years studying A 
Level Psychology you will gain an insight into the causes of a wide variety of human  
behaviours, their impact on daily lives and the science that has evolved around them.

A Level Psychology is a helpful introduction to the subject for those considering a 
career in this field. In addition to progressing to a pure Psychology degree, this course 
is a well-respected starting place for a career as a psychologist, counsellor or even 
criminologist. Psychology is also a useful second science for those considering a  
degree in a science subject.

What will you learn?
Through the study of Psychology you’ll learn to think critically about the world around you, to think like a Psychologist, in terms of how research  
is designed and conducted. You’ll learn to apply your knowledge of Psychology to the world around you and to construct an argument using  
research evidence.

In the first year, in Unit 1, you will study attachment and memory. This will include: Theories of attachment, such as evolutionary theory, how is  
attachment researched by Psychologists? What happens to children who do not form an attachment, or have their attachment disrupted? What are 
the impacts of day care on children’s development? Different models of memory, such as the multi store model. What factors affect the accuracy of 
eyewitness testimony? How can eyewitness testimony be improved? Which strategies can be used to improve your memory? 

For Unit 2, you will study psychopathology (abnormality), social influence and stress. This will include: How can abnormality be defined and what 
are the problems associated with these definitions? How can abnormality be explained in terms of different approaches? Which therapies can be 
used to treat abnormal behaviour and what are the problems with these treatments? Conformity – why do people tend to follow the majority?  
Obedience, why do people obey orders? Why do some people act independently? How can social influence research help us to understand social 
change? How does the body respond to stress? How is stress related to illness? What are the sources of stress in our daily lives? Are personality  
factors related to stress levels? How can stress be managed? 

Also, within this, you will learn about different research methods such as how to conduct experiments, observations, self-report studies and  
correlational analysis.

Once you have this basic grounding in the subject, in your second year your study will take a more specialist direction, specifically looking at  
Biological Rhythms & Sleep, Perception, Aggression, Eating Behaviour, Gender, Relationships, Intelligence and Learning, Cognition and  
Development, as well as Psychopathology and Psychology in Action.

The course is assessed at the end of each year, through two formal written exams, in addition to regular formal and informal written class assessments.

“Teachers 
have made the 
classes the 
right balance 
between  
independent 
work and 
interactive 
group work.”

AS/A2 
Psychology

“Psychology this 
year was ver y  
interesting and I’m 
happy that I chose it 
as a new subject  
this year.”
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AS/A2 
Religious 
Studies

AS/A2 RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Studying and answering the  
fundamental questions we all ask

Awarding body OCR or Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Philosophy	of	Religion

•	 Unit	2:	Investigations	into	Ethics

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Developments	of	Religious	Studies

•	 Unit	4:	The	Implications	of	Religion

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B	

You do not have to have studied Religious  
Studies at GCSE to do this course.

A Level results  
for 2013

N/A – new course

Why choose Religious Studies? 
If you’re interested in answering the great questions – if you want to delve deeper into 
the things that people believe, the ways they act and the things that they say – if you’re 
fascinated by the fundamental questions we all have and constantly question the role 
all of this has in shaping current affairs – then A Level Religious Studies is the right 
course for you.

In this new course, we seek to develop and encourage an enthusiasm for the study of religion and the ways in which  
it relates to the wider world. We’ll study the philosophical arguments behind religion, the ethical problems and  
concepts, as well as learn about the development of different religions. 

We’ll work together to build on your enjoyment for learning about other ideas and cultures, the things that underpin 
society, and support you in your quest to develop an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to your own opinions 
and values. 

This course has universal application, whatever your chosen degree or career path. It provides a natural pathway to 
Theology or Religious Education courses but also supports applications to courses such as History, Social Sciences, 
Medicine, Journalism, Teaching, Law and even Business disciplines.

What will you learn?
The structure of this course will give you a wide-ranging study of this subject. Through a variety of exercises you will 
learn to develop analytical skills, techniques for forming, and supporting, arguments, the ability to write extended 
pieces and skills in researching subject matters.

The first year will look at the Philosophy of Religion, drawing on the Ancient Greek and Judaeo-Christian influences, 
as well as traditional arguments for the existence of God and challenges to religious beliefs. You will also, during this 
year, get an introduction to the five main World Religions as well as study ethics and their application.

In your A2 year, you will continue your study of the Philosophy of Religion, looking at religious language, experience 
and religion, the nature of God, life and death and the concept of miracles. You will also explore the consequences of 
holding specific beliefs, how beliefs affect people and their impact on daily life.

The course is assessed, at the end of each year, through written exams. There is no coursework on this course.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 SOCIOLOGY
Understanding how society is organised 
and our place in it

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Families	and	Households

•	 Unit	2:	Education	and	Research	Methods

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Mass	Media

•	 	Unit	4:	Stratification	and	Differentiation	with	
Theory and Methods

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

We welcome applications from students who 
have not studied the subject at GCSE

A Level results  
for 2013

98.4% A*–E, 78% A*–B

Why choose Sociology? 
Studying A Level Sociology is all about being curious. It’s about wanting to understand 
how society is organised and our place within it, as well as an examination of core 
issues relating to social class, gender, ethnicity, culture, inequality, consensus and 
power. It is underpinned by analysing evidence of patterns and trends in society as 
well as working to devise explanations as to why they happen. And above all, it’s about 
understanding the different views of human social behaviour.

Our past students tell us that they have enjoyed their two years studying Sociology, at Woodhouse, because it  
encouraged them to ask questions and see the world in a new way. They’ve been able to relate the subject to their  
own lives. 

We take an active approach to teaching methods, such as group work and debates, and balance this with individual 
work, essay writing and class presentations. You’ll be challenged outside of the classroom, as well through trips to the 
BBC, social science conferences and universities. And you’ll get to hear the views of a wide range of experts in this 
field, through lectures and talks.

A Level Sociology is a popular course that compliments other humanities and social science subjects, particularly  
History, Geography, English and Psychology. It can also lead to a wide range of careers, including Economics,  
Law, Psychology, Politics, Sociology and International Relations. There is a natural link to studying the subject at 
degree-level but it is equally applicable to a wealth of social science and humanities subjects. Many of our students 
progress to the Russell Group universities.

What will you learn?
A Level Sociology focuses on developing your ability to think logically, analyse with use of evidence, evaluate, ask 
questions, research and write essays. 

In your first year, in Unit 1, you will study Families and Households. We examine arguments about the role of  
families in society; changes in patterns of marriage, divorce and cohabitation; whether men and women have equal 
responsibility in families and changes in the role of children. In Unit 2 you will study Education and Research  
Methods. We look at the role of education – do schools have a hidden purpose? We critically analyse why middle class 
students, female students and students from some ethnic groups get better exam results. We also learn how research 
is conducted in the social sciences.

In your second year, Unit 3 focuses on Mass Media. Here we examine scientific evidence on the extent to which the 
media affects us. Does it really make people violent? We look at who owns and controls the mass media and the role 
this plays in society. Unit 4 concludes the course through the study of Stratification and Differentiation with Theory and 
Methods. We analyse reasons for the different types of inequality in the UK. The focus is also on abstract ideas, such 
as what knowledge is, and whether research can truly be objective.

Your qualification will be based on examinations: two in the AS year and another two in the A2 year. There is no 
coursework although, throughout the year, you will be assessed continually, for example through essay writing.

AS/A2 
Sociology

“I chose sociology 
as it appealed to me 
as an interesting 
subject due to it’s 
relevance to its 
aspects to ever yday 
life e.g. Education 
and Families and 
Households. Over  
the year AS  
Sociology has 
challenged my view 
of society and how 
we live. It has been 
difficult, however 
always enjoyable 
and it has improved 
my essay writing 
skills.”
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AS/A2 
Spanish

AS/A2 SPANISH
Learning about the culture, language  
and society of Spain

Awarding body AQA

AS Level units •	 Unit	1:	Listening,	reading	&	writing

•	 Unit	2:	Speaking

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3:	Listening,	reading	&	writing

•	 Unit	4:	Speaking

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 GCSE	Spanish,	grade	B

A Level results  
for 2013

100% A*-E, 62% A*-B

Why choose Spanish? 
Being able to speak a foreign language well is a pretty inspirational aim. It will  
support any career you might choose, opening doors and presenting opportunities for 
employment, knowledge, experiences and personal development. 

Studying A Level Spanish will give you a deeper insight into the Spanish culture and 
language, as well as a sound basis for further study. Possible degree courses include 
Spanish and Politics, Spanish and Linguistics, Hispanic Studies and French and Spanish with Business Studies. As a 
result, the study of this language is often a solid companion to other A Levels in Languages, Business, Economics and 
Government and Politics. 

Your time studying A Level Spanish will be challenging and varied. At Woodhouse, we like to immerse you in the  
culture of the language, as well as teaching the mechanics. You will expand your knowledge and understanding 
through a mixture of class teaching, individual and group study, debates, trips, visits, lectures and discussions. We 
also offer work experience in Spain during your first AS year. 

What will you learn?
The fundamental objective of your two years on this course is to help you develop an in-depth knowledge of the  
language and its application. In the first year you will study a number of set topics, including Media, Culture, Health 
and Relationships. In the second year you will develop this through topics including Environment, Multicultural  
Society and Contemporary Social Issues. You will learn to understand and express yourselves using increasingly 
complex vocabulary and structures, as well as comment on the use of language within specific areas of society. You 
will read and discuss literature, in short extracts, including using the internet, newspapers and magazines to research 
and support arguments. 

Importantly, through expanding your linguistic abilities, you’ll learn communication skills, techniques for working 
effectively in teams, as well as solving problems. 

The course is assessed, at the end of each year, through both written and spoken examinations. Each year 70% of your 
exam will be listening, reading and writing and 30% speaking. 

“I have ver y 
much enjoyed  
my time studying 
the Spanish  
language at 
Woodhouse and 
would recom-
mend this en-
riching  
experience to 
you all.”

www.woodhouse.ac.uk
  @WoodhouseCol
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AS/A2 THEATRE STUDIES
Developing skills as an actor as well as 
improving your communication skills, 
confidence and team working

Awarding body Edexcel

AS Level units •	 Unit	1	–	Exploration	of	two	texts

•	 Unit	2	–	Performance	unit

A2 Level units •	 Unit	3	–	Devising	original	theatre

•	 	Unit	4	–	Written	paper	on	context	in	 
performance

Minimum  
requirement for  
entry onto the course

•	 	GCSE	Drama,	grade	B,	or	recent	practical	
performance. 

•	 GCSE	English	Literature,	grade	B	

A Level results  
for 2013 

100% A*-E, 86% A*-B

Why choose Theatre Studies? 
Theatre Studies isn’t just about learning to be an actor. Although personal performance 
plays a part, the transferable skills that you will acquire in this subject will help you 
to prepare for any careers. Understanding performance and the theatre will improve 
your ability to communicate ideas, to be confident, and work successfully in a team, as 
well as giving you skills in independent research and preparation. 

The AS and A2 course will take you on a journey through everything that makes the theatre great – from  
understanding texts through to set, lighting and costume design and, of course, performance techniques. You’ll learn 
about and perform works by some of the leading writers and combine all of this with regular trips to live drama and 
contribution to performances at the College.

Learning styles are friendly and approachable – combining hard work with improvisation, interpretation and lots 
of fun. Working as part of a team is a crucial part of the course, standing all students in good stead, whatever their 
ultimate career.

Far from being an ‘easy option course’, having completed AS/A2 in Theatre Studies many of our students have  
progressed to study degrees in a variety of subjects at top universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. Drawing on 
the skills learnt they have gone on to work in a wide range of fields including television, journalism, law, teaching and 
marketing. Of course, many of our students have also gone on to drama schools such as Central School of Speech and 
Drama, LAMDA and Mountview, and are now working as actors and directors in theatre, television and film.

What will you learn?
In your first year, your learning is split between 40% coursework and continuous assessment and 60% practical exam. 
The first coursework unit involving the practical exploration of theatre through two plays, is assessed partly through 
‘Exploration Notes’, rather than essay writing, and partly through continual assessment of practical work. You will 
also complete a live theatre performance evaluation. The 60% practical exam of acting or design skills is done by a 
visit from an external examiner, assessing your role in a production of a play, which we will mount specifically for this 
purpose. Finally, to complete this practical examination you will also perform either a monologue or a duologue.

In your second year, your learning is split between 40% practical exam and 60% written exam. You will work on  
a group project to devise a drama piece. Within this you will be assessed both on your preparation and final  
performance. The rest of this second year will be assessed via a written examination in the form of essays taken at  
the end of the course.

“I shall really 
miss the teamwork 
and practical 
exploration of 
texts.”

AS/A2 
Theatre  
Studies

“This course has 
really helped my 
confidence in  
public speaking and 
working with  
others and although 
it was hard work  
I feel that it has  
prepared me well 
for University, 
where I am going  
to be studying  
Psychology.”
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At Woodhouse Sixth Form College we consider equal treatment and opportunity a fundamental 
right of every single one of our students. But far from just agreeing it and writing a formal policy, we 
strive day-to-day to assess your potential, as a Woodhouse Sixth Form College student, the contribution that 
you can make to the College, regardless of your background and circumstances and the ways in which we 
can support this. 

We think that it says a lot about our approach to this that our students come form over 150 different 
schools, across North London. That means that our college community is made up of individuals from 
varied backgrounds and cultures. We have a wide range of clubs and societies, set up and run by the 
students, to reflect their interests and place in society – ranging from our active Lesbian and Gay Student 
Group, through to our newly established Feminist Society (Femsoc). All find a place, all feel accepted and 
at home and all feel that Woodhouse Sixth Form College is theirs.

A full version of our Single Equality Policy is available on our website.

Students with learning difficulties 
We understand that learning difficulties affect people in different ways, at different times. Although many 
of the support mechanisms that we have in place, here at Woodhouse Sixth Form College are as you would 
expect, what we specialise in is dedicated, impartial advice and guidance about the courses  
available and the best support for your needs.

Our Additional Learning Support Coordinator, based in one of our tailored ‘Learning Zones’ offers  
support for students with specific learning difficulties as well as help with general study skills. The  
Coordinator also liaises with our Examinations Officer should students need special exam arrangements.

Students with disabilities
We encourage students with disabilities of any type to contact us early in the year, before leaving school, 
so we can start this process early. We’ll work with you, your family and your school to ensure a smooth 
and effective transition process, as well as working with your chosen destination for higher education, 
down the line.

Our site has evolved over time and, as a result, access to some areas of the College is limited for those 
with mobility impairments. A full site plan, detailing accessible toilets, lifts, entrances with level  
thresholds and wheelchair routes, is available by contacting the Main Reception on 020 8445 1210.

For those students with visual or hearing impairments we offer support on a one-to-one basis, to ensure 
that they are not disadvantaged. 

Celebrating

diversity

Students requiring pastoral support
Whether you need advice about personal issues, 
financial support or help with general queries  
our trained and dedicated Student Support  
professionals are there to ensure you get what you 
need to progress with your education. This might 
mean a referral to our College Counsellors or  
another advisory service, or it might mean  
helping you to apply for funding to help your family 
when financial difficulties threaten the completion 
of your course.

Students requiring financial  
support
For those students that meet the eligibility  
criteria, we run a 16-19 Bursary Fund, with  
money supplied by the Education Funding  
Agency (EFA). Although there are strict  
regulations controlling how this might be awarded 
and used, it is there to support students requiring 
financial support during their A Level study years.

“I’ve met so many 
lovely people 
and we’ve had 
some brilliant 
memories! I  
am so glad I 
decided to  
come to  
Woodhouse :)”  
Sarah Bailey 
Highlands School
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In the same way that we’re constantly working with our students to 
achieve their best potential, so too do we invest considerable time and  
effort in measuring our own success – both in terms of academic  
performance and also in relation to the service we provide.

Examination results
Our primary objective is for our students to get the very best A Level results 
that they can – fulfilling their potential and going on to the destination of  
their choice.

Each year we monitor AS and A Level examination results to identify areas for 
improvement (in terms of teaching and learning) and to review course and 
curriculum changes.

2012/13 exam results are available on our website (www.woodhouse.ac.uk) 
and on each subject page in this prospectus.

Value added
In an academic establishment like Woodhouse Sixth Form College, measuring 
‘value added’ means reviewing the progress a student has made from GCSE 
results to A Level results. In essence, we measure the effect that we have had 
on their learning through the way in which we have managed and supported 
their two years at the College. 

We have put in place a number of measures, drawing on nationally recognised 
techniques and benchmarking, to assess our performance and make annual 
recommendations for development and improvement.

Finding out what you think
Through our College Council we regularly invite students to comment on  
matters at Woodhouse Sixth Form College, as well as make suggestions (and 
even lead initiatives) for changes and improvements.

This is combined with feedback (both formal and anecdotal) from parents, 
governors, student governors and parent governors, as to satisfaction, before 
being used to influence strategic decision-making.

How we measure 

success
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“I’ve made great achievements, great 
friends, and I’ve been free to be me!”  
Daniel Stevenson 
East Barnet School
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■  Travelling by bus: Buses 134 & 221 pass by Woodhouse College

■  Travelling by tube: It is a 15 minute walk from Woodside Park Station, which is on the Northern Line

■  Travelling by car: There is no parking on the college site, other than for disabled visitors. Disabled 
visitors	are	asked	to	contact	the	college	reception	to	arrange	access.	Visitors	travelling	by	car	are	
advised that there is plenty of on-street parking in the surrounding area.

It is a 5 minute walk from Tally Ho Corner to the College. 

How to 

find us
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We are here!
Woodhouse  
College,  
Woodhouse Road, 
Finchley,  
London N12 9EY

Tel: 020 8445 1210
(general enquiries)

Tel: 020 8492 8280
(admissions  
enquiries)

www.woodhouse.ac.uk

 @WoodhouseCol
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