
 

Welcome to the Autumn Term 2012 edition of Woodhouse World.  A special welcome to those of you who 

have joined us this year, either as students or parents, and a welcome back to the rest of you who are kindly 

taking the time to read this edition of the newsletter. 

 

At the end of the last academic year we sadly said farewell to a number of staff.  Ian Nethercleft who 

joined us in 2001 as Head of Design and Technology decided it was time to retire from teaching and we 

wish him well for the future.  Peter Hammond who joined us as a part-time Design Technician in 2001, 

having previously been Head of Design at the College, also left at the end of the academic year.   Ruth 

Cooper joined us in 2007 as a teacher of History and in her relatively short time with us played a key role 

in setting up a College Council and in introducing the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.  Raimonda  

Garjonyte, joined us in 2008 as a newly qualified teacher of Psychology and for the academic year 2011/12 

she was a very successful acting Head of Department.  We wish her every success for her new life in the 

USA.  Paul Glantz joined us as a temporary teacher of Philosophy in 2010 and continued with us for 

2011/12 as a teacher of Psychology.  Nadia Townsend joined us in 2011 as a part-time teacher of English 

Literature covering for a maternity leave.  Herpreet Kalsi and Maria Panayi were employed as Learning 

Mentors and, in the year that they were with us, helped to launch the Learning Zone and introduce a new 

system of learning support for the students.  Finally, Lauren Whitmell leaves us after covering in the Col-

lege Office for a colleague on maternity leave.  I would like to thank all the above for their service to the 

College and for the way in which they have supported the students and their colleagues. 

 

At the end of the summer term we also said goodbye to some 550 students, the vast majority of whom have 

now started their degree courses with most of the rest deferring entry or taking a gap year.  Before they de-

parted for pastures new we celebrated their successes and the contributions many of them had made to both 

the College community and to communities outside the College.  As part of the event we recognise the ex-

ceptional College contribution three students make, over two years, in the areas of sport and recreation, 

music and to the College community.  Tim Cavill was presented with the Mike Schools Award for his con-

tribution to sport and recreation, Olivia Grant was presented with the Stuart Appleman Award for her con-

tribution to music, and Taofiq Akinpeju was presented with the Ivor Hockman Award for his all round con-

tribution to the College community. 

 

To mark the end of their two years at the College the students also arranged, with the ever-present help and 

support of a number of staff, a very successful and enjoyable Prom night at the College which ended with a 

spectacular fire-work display.  The evening was very well organised and thoroughly enjoyed by some 350 

students and staff. 

 

Looking forward, the academic year has got off to an excellent albeit very busy start with many of the  

activities and initiatives we introduced last year now an integral part of College life.   
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A number of these activities are highlighted in this newsletter.  This year we welcome a number of new 

members of staff.   Hannah Hariz (History), Iman Paterson (Biology/Chemistry), Vicki Richardson 

(Psychology/Sociology) and Chris Wickham (Head of Psychology) have all joined the teaching staff.  We 

also welcomed back Anne Thompstone for the Autumn Term prior to Saqib Safdar (Maths) joining us in 

December. We thank Anne for her continuing support of the College and the Maths Department.  We have 

also appointed two new Learning Mentors, Jessica Durward-Akhurst and Sophia Yiannakas, to oversee the 

Learning Zone and enhance the learning support we provide for students out of lessons.  Samantha Evans 

has joined our student support team as a Pastoral Manager.  In addition, Matthew Alexander has joined us 

on a year’s work experience placement as an ICT Support Assistant replacing Araon Ragunathan who has 

returned to university for the final year of his degree. 

 

I hope you agree that this edition of Woodhouse World paints a picture of a vibrant College, a College 

which offers its students much more than just excellent examination results by enabling them to both en-

gage and be successful in a wide range of exciting activities which provide them with a broad and rounded 

education. 

            

Finally, this is sadly my last welcome to an edition of Woodhouse World.  The Autumn Term edition usu-

ally starts off with farewells and the occasional retirement of a member of staff and on this occasion I get to 

announce my own retirement after nearly 40 years in the teaching profession and over 25 years association 

with Woodhouse College.  I have thoroughly enjoyed the last 25 years and during that time it has been a 

very real pleasure to work with so many talented and inspiring individuals, both staff and students, past and 

present.  It has also been an immense privilege to end my ‘teaching’career as the Principal of Woodhouse 

College.  As I am sure you are all aware, the next few years are likely to throw up a number of difficult 

challenges, both financial and educational.  Without in any way being complacent I think the College under 

its new Principal, John Rubinstein, is very well placed to both manage these challenges and to continue to 

provide an excellent and enriching educational experience for all the students who come here.  I wish you 

all every success for the future. 

 

Keith Murdoch 

Principal 

 

Bad Weather 

 

In the last couple of years, we have had more than our fair share of snow in North London, resulting in dis-

rupted public transport and closed schools.  We have a Bad Weather Policy on our website (look under  

Parents) which explains the details of our approach and procedure. 

 

We will use the College website as our main communication – we aim to update the website by 7.30am. 

We will also text students, so make sure you keep us informed of any changes to your mobile number, and 

use Twitter (@Woodhousecol – follow us!). 
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Smart Cards 

In September the College introduced smart cards to enable students to enter and leave the College.  These 

cards can also be used in the Canteen to purchase meals.  A cash loader was installed which takes notes and 

coins from 10 pence upwards.  At half term the ability for students (and parents) to use either debit or credit 

cards to ‘load’ money onto their ID cards was also added.  An email has been sent to all students with their 

personal access code.  The aim is to roll this facility out to other College activities in the New Year such as 

trips. Detailed instructions on how this works can be found on Woodle and on the College website. 

 

This technology is not something new; many of our local secondary schools have been using it for some 

time.  The system is secure in that a student’s photo comes up onto the till screen when paying and there-

fore the staff will know if someone is misusing the card.  Students can check exactly how much has been 

spent, on what and when and question the Canteen if necessary.  If the student loses their ID card then any 

money on the lost card is automatically transferred to their new card and any money that might be left on 

the card at the end of their second year will be returned.  

 

As from 3 December the Canteen went totally cashless.  Both processes update the balance on the card im-

mediately.  For any student who forgets their ID card then they will be able to use cash on production of a 

valid day pass.  

We will be encouraging 6L students to start thinking about this in January onwards.  It is not too early for 

them to start thinking about possible courses, and to book themselves on some open days (see http://

www.opendays.com/ or individual university websites). 

 

There are so many important decisions to make: 

 Which course? The most important question. There are so many different courses, many of 

which students will not have heard of or considered until they start doing research. 

 Three year or four year degree? A four year degree will often give a masters qualification, but 

will require higher grades to get in. 

 City or campus university? You need to visit one of each to get a feel and understand how dif-

ferent life will be at, say, Warwick from, say, Manchester. 

 Stay in London or go to the provinces?  There is life north of Watford; many of our students go 

to places such as Nottingham and Leeds and love life there.  You get a different experience living 

away from home. 

 Russell Group, 1994 Group, …? These days, there is a lot of focus on the self-selected Russell 

Group of universities – largely because of successful lobbying and publicity by them.  The RG 

includes most our best known and successful universities, but not all.  The 1994 group are similar 

to the RG, ie “research-intensive with international reputations, but they are smaller.  Then there 

is the Million + Group, University Alliance, UKADIA, …. There are a lot of universities! 

 Study abroad? Increasing numbers of students are now going to university in Europe or North 

America.  See Joanna, our Careers Coordinator, for more information on an individual basis. 

 

In March, we have our Higher Education Talks afternoon, with speakers from different universities on dif-

ferent courses.  This should kick start students into more active research and decision-making.   

                                                                                                                                             continues overleaf 
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 We also have a series of separate events for prospective medics and potential Oxbridge candidates. 

 

In June, after AS exams, we introduce UCAS, the online application system for applying to university.  

There is a Parents’ Evening on 13 June to explain this to parents.  

 

Students apply in the autumn of their upper sixth year to a maximum of five courses.  Each will consider 

them, sometimes asking for an interview but rarely these days, and then make an offer or reject them.  

Students are allowed to keep one ‘firm’ offer and one ‘insurance’ offer (with lower grades in case they 

don’t make the grades of the firm offer) and they have to reject the rest.  If a student has no offers, they 

can keep submitting extra applications until they get an offer.  

 

After the A Level results, if a student doesn’t make the grades and has no place, they can go into 

‘Clearing’ and try to find an unfilled place.  We have staff available to help and support at this time. 

 

Students who want a gap year can either apply at the same time as everyone else, but for a ‘deferred’ 

place, or they can wait until they get their A Levels and apply afterward or they can do both. 

 

Our biggest advice: 

 Start your thinking early. 

 Visit universities. 

 Make sure your applications are realistic in the light of your predicted grades. 

 Choose an insurance offer that is below your firm offer but that you are still happy to accept. 

 Have a careers interview. 

As you know, AS grades count exactly 50% towards the final A Level grade, although the government is 

currently considering making changes. 

 

Here is a full table for last year’s 6U students, comparing their AS grades with their final A Level grade.  

Remember that at AS, the pass grades are A-E, and at A2 the pass grades are A*-E. 

 

 
 

The table shows that: 30% increased their AS grade; 46% stayed at the same grade; 24% got a worse 

grade.  But this includes those who went from A to A*; arguably, A* is a subset of A.  If we discount 

     A2    

  A* A B C D E U 

 A 103 264 140 7  1  

 B 16 93 241 79 9 2  

AS C 3 24 112 110 56 12 1 

 D  5 14 40 44 24 3 

 E   1 10 16 18 15 

 U      1 1 

Applying to University - The Process - Continued 

AS/A2 Grades 
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these, then we get: 27% increased their AS grade; 53% stayed at the same grade; 24% got a worse grade. 

 

UCAS Predictions 

 

The season of UCAS predicted grades is an annual period of torment and anguish for us.  We try to be 

honest and professional about these grades, but also to be fair to students.  It is natural for students to 

want their predicted grades to be as high as possible, but it may not be in their best interests!  We hope to 

encourage realistic university applications based on realistic predicted grades. Also, a higher prediction 

sometimes results in universities requiring higher grades.  In fact, predicted grades are less important than 

in the old days now that AS actual grades are there for universities to see. 

 

Most of our departments have policies on how they make UCAS predicted grades, so that these predic-

tions are consistent, fair and based on AS results.  This policy approach avoids favouritism and tries to 

shield teachers from endless conversations, pleas and begging from students for unrealistic grades.  The 

policies vary from subject to subject because so does our experience – for example, more students in-

crease by a grade in Maths than they do in Art.  Nonetheless, we are still optimistic in our predictions.  

Last year, 40% of our predictions were correct; 51% were over-generous by at least a grade, and in 9% of 

cases we under-predicted the grade. 

The summer 2013 examinations timetable is now on Woodle so your son/daughter will be able to work 

out their exam dates.  Their individual timetable will be available on Woodle sometime in the spring, af-

ter final entries have been submitted.  The main summer exam session starts on Monday 13  May and fin-

ishes on Friday 21 June. 

 

Please remember that AS students are due to return to College after exams on Monday 11 June.  The pe-

riod after exams is an important one when students start their A2 courses as well as intense activity on 

university applications. 

 

The formal end of term is 4 July, but the following week (8 July – 12 July) is our activity week when stu-

dents undertake trips and expeditions, additional courses, work experience and extended project research. 

More information on this week will be available shortly. 

 

AS/A2 results are released on Thursday 15 August. If at all possible, it is useful if you are here in London 

at that time, especially A2 students, as there is often university-related business to take care of and there 

are very strict deadlines for submitting any remark requests. 

 

 

Planning Summer Holidays? 

AS/A2 Grades - Continued 
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The government has announced the end of January exam sessions for AS and A2 papers.  From now on, 

after this winter, all exams and re-sits will be in the summer.  At Woodhouse, we think this is a good 

thing:  this is the most ever-examined generation of young people ever. 

 

Further changes are likely to be announced soon.  It is possible that the government will abolish AS Levels 

altogether, returning to the last century when A Levels were a two-year course with exams right at the end 

of the second year.  Alternatively, there is talk that they will keep AS Levels but modify their weighting, 

for example to 40% of the A Level instead of 50%.  Watch this space.  

 

What’s your current role as Vice  Principal? 

 

I’m in charge of staffing – what we call Human Resources – hiring and that sort of thing.  I’m also respon-

sible for what we call the Woodhouse Community, so I line manage staff in charge of Enrichment, Duke of 

Edinburgh, Woodhouse Challenge , College Council, etc. 

 

Why did you apply for the role of Principal? 

 

Good question.  I’ve spent a fair amount of time in sixth form colleges, both here and elsewhere, and I’ve 

been an Ofsted Inspector for ten years.  I’m keen to do what I can to shape the direction of the College. 

 

So what exactly is your vision for the future of Woodhouse? 

 

It’s a very successful college – a very strong college with a good reputation; I want to build on that.  I want 

this to be known as the best place in London to study A Levels and I want students to think of their time 

here as the best two years of their life.  So I’m looking to further improve academic results, but at the same 

time continue to offer the wider experience and opportunities that we have here. 

 

Are there any particular changes you have in mind? 

 

Well, we’re currently considering whether we can build a new building at the back of the College.  Partly 

in response to the fact that we’re slightly overcrowded, which you’ll notice every break and lunchtime in 

the Social Area.  We’re hoping to get some money from the government to build on the back car park area. 

That would probably be a classroom block but it would take the pressure off the Social Area and enable us 

to think about more social space. 

 

What else do you think you can bring to the role of Principal?  

 

I think I’m quite energetic and visible – a lot of students know me.  I teach Maths and I’m going to carry on 

teaching as Principal.  I want to go to form groups and classes so that people can get to know me and I can 

be open to students.  I’m always open to ways we can improve, always thinking of ways we can do things 

better, and open to both parents’ and students’ views.   

                                                                                                                continues overleaf 

Changes to A Levels 
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Interview with the Vice Principal - Continued  

If they think that something’s not working well or if they have ideas on how to do it a different way,  

I’m not defensive and I’m always willing to listen. 

 

Are there any new subjects you’re thinking of introducing? 

 

We’re keeping our eyes on that and an open mind.  There are a lot of new changes coming to A Levels 

from the government, so I think we’ll hold off and wait to see what happens down the line before we make 

those kinds of decisions.  

 

What do you think of the proposed A Level reforms? 

 

I’m quite supportive of the abolition of January exams.  You are the most over-examined generation we’ve 

ever had – far too many exams.  I don’t like to think of us as an exam factory so we’ve tried to resist using 

January exams here even though almost every other school or college puts students in for January entries. 

There’s a lot of pressure on us to do that, so now by abolishing January Exams it’s like the government is 

following the Woodhouse lead!  But there is talk that they’re going to abolish AS Levels as well and create 

a two year course where you won’t know how well you’ve done or even if you’re going to pass until the 

end of the second year.  That would be a big change!  

 

Can you tell me about your educational background? 

 

I went to an old-fashioned grammar school in Yorkshire and then to Sheffield University, which was a fan-

tastic experience, even though I chose it for completely trivial reasons. I remember going there on an open 

day and they had a special lift – which I think they call a paternoster – which is one of those lifts which 

never stops and you just jump in and out through open doors. I thought that was the coolest thing I’d ever 

seen and I just had to go to that university. I never had any lectures in that building though. In those days 

we used to choose universities on a whim, really. We weren’t as well-researched and prepared as students 

are now.  

 

Why did you choose to work at Woodhouse? 

 

I was working in Kilburn in the early 90s and I’d never heard of Woodhouse, but I saw an advert for Head 

of Maths at Woodhouse College.  I applied for it, not really thinking I would get it, never having heard of 

it.  When I was offered the post, my current college offered me a promotion and a pay rise to stay and I 

wasn’t quite sure what to do, but in the end decided to go to Woodhouse.  And I’ve never regretted it, al-

though it was very different in those days.  I left Woodhouse for a promotion in the early 2000s, and then 

came back as Vice Principal a few years ago. 

 

What are your thoughts on the Canteen going cashless? 

 

Some people don’t necessarily realise that the Canteen is run for us by an external company and they make 

no money.  You might think that the prices are high and they must make lots of profit, but the year before 

last there was a loss of £40,000!  Because it’s a small canteen, they don’t have the economies of scale of 

the big high street shops.  So in order to try to not make a loss, they want to boost the number of customers.  

Hopefully going cashless will reduce queues and increase service, so that’s what prompted the decision.  

We’re going to try this for now and if it doesn’t work we’ll rethink. 

continues overleaf 
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Interview with the Vice Principal - Continued  

 

And your thoughts on the late rule? 

 

The late rule is probably the biggest controversial issue for students at the College.  It’s a tough one – we 

can’t afford to be soft on poor punctuality.  As an Ofsted Inspector, I’ve seen so many schools and colleges 

where the first lesson of the day is spoiled by poor punctuality – people drifting in over the first half an 

hour… So I do think we have to be tough on poor punctuality – and our late rule has been our attempt to do 

that.  Certainly if you’re working in a job, it doesn’t matter where you live or how you get there – you’ve 

got to be there on time.  So it’s getting good habits in students as well.  By temperament, I don’t actually 

like the late rule – I don’t like shutting students out.  If we could think of a way of getting rid of the late 

rule but still being tough on poor punctuality with students trying to get here on time, I’d be willing to    

listen and explore that.  We used to have a five minute rule, but all the students just arrived five minutes 

after the start of the lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interviewed by Rosie-May Lyddon 
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Barnet A Level Music Centre Autumn Concert 2012 

This year, on the 25 November, Woodhouse College was fortunate enough to host a fantastic compilation 

of music that included a huge variation in genre and style at this year’s Autumn Concert for Barnet Music 

A Level students.  Students came from a variety of Barnet Sixth Forms to partake in this great perform-

ance, as well as some wonderful guest soloists.  Woodhouse’s own Daniel McCarthy took the role of Mas-

ter of Ceremonies, being an A2 Music student himself and even giving some musically influenced jokes in 

light of the A2 set work: Haydn’s ‘The Joke’. The concert also featured the A Level Music Centre Chorus, 

which allowed the majority of Barnet A Level Music students to partake in the concert by performing in 

this choir, opening with Erod’s ‘Viva la Musica’ in light of the event.   

 

These choir sessions, hosted at Woodhouse, allows a lot of the students to become more familiar with their 

A Level and AS Level set works and pieces, as they’re often the ones that get performed in these choir ses-

sions.  These pieces include John Tavener’s ‘The Lamb’, Haydn’s ‘The Joke’, and J.S. Bach’s ‘Cantata No. 

48’.  In addition to some of these great pieces, there was also some music composed by A Level Music stu-

dents themselves, including Luis Herszaft’s combination of a Tango and Bossa Nova, which turned out to 

be a rather fantastic piece in itself.  Carl Selig wowed the audience with the introduction of his invention of 

the automatic music stand.  This, at the click of a button, turned over a page of music using a mechanical 

arm.  He had concocted the invention while working on his Extended Project Qualification.   

 

During the interval, music was provided in the Social Area, directed by Danny Kuperberg, allowing stu-

dents to again show off their skills in this ‘amped’ set.  We were also fortunate enough to have the guest 

soloist Michael Solomon Williams sing for us, taking time out of his very busy schedule to make time for 

the concert, where he performed a French baroque piece accompanied by our own A Level student string 

players, and in the 6th movement in the Bach Cantata, joining Woodhouse’s own Helen Loxley-Blount who 

performed Alto in the 2nd and 4th movements.   

 

On the whole, it was a spectacular evening featuring some fantastic pieces and some incredibly gifted mu-

sicians and singers.  Special thanks go to the A Level choir and orchestra, as well as our guest soloists and 

performers.  But more so to our magnificent accompanist Esther Gelling and our director / conductor Jayne 

Barnes, who really brought the evening together in a terrific display of musical skill, passion and leader-

ship, making the night something to remember. 

 

By Reiss Greenblatt    
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We are delighted to welcome a new colleague into the Modern Languages department:  Mrs Ridgway.  She 

is covering for Ms Djemili who is on maternity leave. 

 

On 8 November about 40 Modern Languages students attended a talk at College given by Ms Bober      

entitled: ‘Where will languages take you?’  The talk was extremely informative, giving students ideas of 

the many opportunities available to them after college. 

 

On 28 November Spanish students attended a Flamenco show at the Sadler’s Wells Theatre in London.  

Here are the comments of two of the students: 

 

“The production was great; I enjoyed the fusion of African and Spanish dance and seeing how it evolved 

over time.  Additionally, it was great when I understood some of what the singers were saying, I would 

definitely recommend it.” Lois Cobblah 

 

“This performance was very enjoyable to watch and also to learn about an important aspect of Spanish cul-

ture.  It was also very interesting to see how Spanish culture was shown interacting with African culture 

through music and dance”.  Stella Anderson 

 

On 6 December the AS German class will be visiting ‘Winter Wonderland’ in London to experience       

German culture and food, and in January we are planning a trip to the Goethe institute to watch a German 

film, and tour the Institute. 

 

17 of our language students will be participating in our European Work Experience programme.  They will 

be travelling to France, Belgium, Germany, Spain or Sweden, to immerse themselves in the life of the 

country. 

 

In March 2013 the A2 German class will be undertaking a cultural visit to Berlin.  Students will be study-

ing the fascinating history, architecture and culture of the city. 

Our 27 Dance students enjoyed a full day of hard work in a Rambert Dance Company Workshop based on 

'Labyrinth of Love' which the students saw at Sadler's Wells Theatre in October. 

 

SPORT 

 

The Girls’ Netball Team have just started their competitive matches 

after six weeks of Enrichment.  The Boys’ Football Team continue to 

train weekly and are enjoying a busy fixture schedule.  The Boys’ 

Basketball Team have been training hard and start their fixtures this 

week. 

 

 

Modern Languages Department 

AS and A2 Dance Workshop 
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Last summer, 35 of our 6L students completed the Level 2 Award in Community Sports Leadership after 

their AS Levels.  Ten have progressed on to the Level 3 Award and are currently studying this alongside 

their A Level programme.  Many have completed their Level 1 EBBA (basketball) coaching certificate and 

are qualified Tag rugby leaders.  They volunteer regularly in the community and in local schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 22 November the ten 6L Career Academy students went on their first visit since selection.  

They had a half day at Ofcom where they learnt about how the business operates and the different things it 

investigates.  They particularly enjoyed learning about pirate radio stations and how Ofcom tracks and 

closes them down. 

 

They went to The Royal Festival Hall where they meet about 1500 other Career Academy students from 

around the country.  They came from as far as Scotland and Northern Ireland.  The students were given 

motivational talks from Action Jackson and heard the story of one woman’s exciting journey preparing for 

and climbing Mount Everest.   

 

The whole day set them up for their two years as Career Academy students, where they will have a series 

of ‘Guru Lecturers’, Business Visits, a mentor and a six week internship.  If anybody feels able to provide 

any of these experiences in their workplace, please contact Farida Saraf at fsaraf@woodhouse.ac.uk  . 

 

 

Successful Sports Leaders 

Careers Academy 

mailto:fsaraf@woodhouse.ac.uk
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Woodhouse Challenge 

The Woodhouse Challenge Committee is a committee consisting of eight 6L 

students who are responsible for organising speeches and workshops for the 

rest of the College students.  The speakers who come into the College on a 

weekly basis deliver talks on a variety of stimulating and current topics.  Previ-

ous examples of speakers are author, Gina Blaxill, performance poet, Yemisi 

Blake, political aide to the Mayor, Matthew Pencharz and Barrister, Tom 

Weekes amongst others.  It is a chance for the students to meet interesting people from the world of work 

and industry, question them and possibly be inspired to pursue a career in their respective chosen fields.  

Being part of the committee or attending a speech that is held is also highly credited by universities as it 

is seen as a productive enrichment that widens ones thinking. In the coming year we have invited David 

Lammy MP, Lord Clement Jones and Barnet's Mike Freer MP to speak.  

 

Meryem Cinpolat 

 

This December Woodhouse held its first ever ‘Model 

United Nations Conference’.  Sixth form students from as 

far as Birmingham came to the College to join in on a 

weekend of debate and discussion.   

 

With over 100 students attending, some ex-students returning and some Compton students helping out, 

this proved to be a successful event for all. Discussing topics such as Iran, nuclear ambitions and the ten-

sions in Palestine and the Middle East, students were stretched in their thinking and negotiation skills as 

they tried to come to a resolution.  This year’s event was a great success and will be returning next year! 

 

Linda Epstein 

As Sergey Brin once said: “We are currently not planning on conquering the world”.  This may be true 

for my fashion brand Kuba Clothing but I certainly hope we will.  I joined the College this year and I am 

currently a 6L student. Before coming to Woodhouse, I started my own urban fashion line, Kuba Cloth-

ing, with a good friend hoping to turn nothing into something.  Five months down the line things couldn’t 

have changed more.  After overcoming the initial start-up problems we set about climbing that steep 

mountain to attempt to reach the peak of success.  Woodhouse has offered me great opportunities and 

helped me mature my thinking and ambitions.  Students and teachers alike have been highly supportive. 

Although we are only a fraction of the way there, Kuba & I hope to achieve great things.  If you have any 

questions then drop me an email at info@kubaclothing.co.uk.  As any great entrepreneur would do, I will 

take the time to also highlight that you can save up to 30% on selected tees via our website, 

www.kubaclothing.co.uk. 

 

Taran Chowdhry, CEO of Kuba Clothing 

Model UN 

Woodhouse Student Sets Up Own Business! 

http://www.kubaclothing.co.uk
http://woodhousemun.com/
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I can honestly say that out of the millions of words in the English language there are naught but these two 

following words that can fully epitomise my experience on ‘The Challenge’: 

 

Life  

Changing 

 

The person that I was when I entered The Challenge is not the same person that I am now. Because I am 

better and I am stronger. I am self-assured and I am optimistic. Trust, responsibility, understanding and 

empathy are all four qualities that I have learned to assert within my own self and others. They are all 

four qualities that have made me the enhanced person that I am now. And they are all four qualities that 

The Challenge personally advocates.  

 

In other words: I am TRUE. 

 

From hiking to camping, to canoeing and performing for the elderly with 

disabilities, I have found that I am me. A me that I didn’t know that I could 

ever be, a me that I discovered a path to find, and a me which will continue 

to evolve over time, and that’s all thanks to The Challenge. 

 

Priten Popat  

 

Mary Berry as style icon, the importance of a good breakfast for schoolchildren and what British teenag-

ers can learn about the value of education from Malala Yousafzai.  This diverse range of topics are just 

some of the news stories that inspired AS English Language students to write during a recent journalism 

workshop at The Guardian.  A group of aspiring hacks attended a one day crash course on features writ-

ing at the newspaper’s rather plush offices in Kings Cross where they learned how to use the ‘wires’ to 

research ideas, structure their story, write it up in the Guardian style and edit the final piece.  Students 

were also given advice on pursuing a career in journalism by Patrick Kingsley, features writer for the G2 

supplement, who returned at the end of the day to assess their work.  He was impressed by the standard of 

the articles produced, picking out articles by Emine Sabri and Alfie Smith as being particularly sophisti-

cated.   It was a really enjoyable and successful day as can be seen by the diligent looks on the students’ 

faces in the photos below.  

 

 

The Challenge 

Writing Workshop at the Guardian 
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College Poetry Competition 

Back in October the English Department ran a poetry competition to mark National Poetry Day.  Every 

year the organisers of the event stipulate a theme for students to write about and this time the focus was 

stars. We received nearly 50 poems on topics including celebrity culture, dreams, astronomy, love and, of 

course, the Olympics. It was a difficult task picking just three top poems from such a large selection of 

good work and it provoked much discussion within the English Office.  The winner, however, was unani-

mous; Rakaya Fetuga’s poem ‘Your Star’, printed below, showed a thoughtful use of imagery and skil-

fully conveyed a sense of possibility.  In second place came Yasmin Josiah with her poem ‘To dance 

among the Clouded Skies’ and Billy Day gained third place with his Emily Dickinson inspired work 

‘There is a Fire within the Darkness’.  Prizes were awarded by ex-Woodhouse student and poet Yemisi 

Blake who had come into College to perform some of his spoken word. Hopefully, both the competition 

and Yemisi’s performance will encourage students to keep writing and maybe one day they will be re-

turning to Woodhouse as published poets.  

 

Your Star 

Found just above reality 

Rooted deep in the nook in your heart 

A spark wakes as you sleep 

An inevitable pattern starts 

  

It’s the wonders you’ve seen 

It’s what secretly you feel 

It’s the strange part of your dream 

Yet so wonderfully real 

  

Far bigger than sensibility 

It needs some room to breathe 

So it slips out with the breath of you 

At dusk and takes its leave 

  

Thinner than thread, at first 

And stronger than hope 

Your dream and spirit 

Spins out like a rope 

  

Shooting up higher than birds can fly 

Your forehead is beaded, your mouth is dry 

  

Then it reaches the sky 

An inch from the top 

You hold your breath 

The spindle stops 

Everything still 

Listless air 

Hearts clock ticks 

It waits, you stir 

A second, a crash, and heat, a flash, 

Your dream gives life to your star 

Burning ambitions twinkling from a far 

A sparkling canvas of who we all are 

  

At quarter to morning the star light dims 

It ends its dance and rolls back in 

Morning comes and you greet the sun 

Still tired from the work you’ve done 

Silently you shrug off the dream 

Refuse to believe what your eyes haven’t 

seen 

  

But hold your dreams close 

Keep them warm and alive 

Or there won’t be sparks 

To light the night sky 
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Maths Inspiration 

I felt the maths inspiration trip was truly motivating.  For those 

who attend, it is an experience that is way more memorable than 

any maths lesson.  Every aspect of maths mentioned is relatable to 

the entertained and engaged audience, creating a sense of impor-

tance in learning maths.  My favourite speaker was Matt Parker 

who highlighted the hidden maths in The Simpsons.  Who would 

have thought, that there would be maths in a popular comedy car-

toon?  Well, there's a lot more than you'd expect, but then The 

Simpsons' writers all have maths or maths related degrees.  In fact, 

Al Jean, Executive Producer and head writer, has a bachelor's de-

gree in mathematics from Harvard University.  

 
= maths is the greatest thing since sliced bread!  Not only is it a fantastic subject to 

study, it can also be used in the most imaginative ways... 

Sheniece Mehmet-Ellis 

Maths Team Challenge 

Our team of maths whizzes participated in the Senior Maths Team Challenge in November.  This was an 

intensive national competition which combines mathematical, communication and teamwork skills.  Our 

group worked very hard and managed to achieve 5th place out of 38 teams.  
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On Tuesday 13 November, 40 chemistry students attended the ‘Chemistry in Action’ conference at the 

Institute of Education where we had the delight of listening to five eminent members of the Royal Society 

of Chemistry. 

 

Each talk was thoroughly interesting, from polymers and nanotechnology to ‘strange’ ice, from the      

Periodic Table to the science behind Gin and Tonic!  

 

The lecturers were inspirational, humorous and above all, very passionate about their area of study and 

where it has taken them.  

 

The day looked at the use of Chemistry to solve the biggest problems facing mankind, climate change, 

modern medicines for diseases such as cancer and the study of space using spectroscopy. 

 

It was an amazing day out and I would definitely recommend it next year to anyone with an interest in 

Chemistry! 

 

Amel Mokhtari 

 

 

 

As the European Parliament still has an educational budget, Mary Honeyball, Labour MEP, kindly gave 

40 6U Politics students free travel on the Eurostar to Brussels.  The aim of the trip was to learn more 

about the way the institutions work.  

 

This necessitates an early start, the first tube out of High Barnet or Arnos Grove at 5.20am is not an invit-

ing prospect, and the one hour time ahead in Europe does not help.  

 

However, we did manage to stay awake to look at the institutions in the European Centre, hear a lecture 

in the Commission, enjoy a pizza lunch in an Italian restaurant, (not very Belgian!) and visit the          

Parliament in the afternoon. This helped us to compare the Westminster system with the European, and to 

appreciate a bit more about the present Eurozone Crisis. 

 

At the end of the day we had time to buy our Belgian chocolates and finally collapse on the last train 

home, arriving back at 9.00pm, exhausted. 

 

Anton Georgiou 

Chemistry in Action 

Politics Visit to the E.U. Institutions 
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The London 10K Pride Run 

On Saturday 15  September, at approximately 10.45am, a large crowd dressed in colourful t-shirts, shorts 

and trainers was moving hurriedly towards Victoria Park.  At the exit of Homerton Station a smiling TFL 

worker gave out free chocolate cupcakes which proved to be an irresistible temptation and a last chance 

to increase the sugar levels.  Finally, as the group reached the main gate of the Park the walking pace in-

creased and the excitement intensified.  The London 10k Pride Run was about to begin. 

 

London Pride Run 10k is an annual race organised by London Frontrunners and held in the beautiful sur-

roundings of Victoria Park.  Its aim is to spread awareness and to raise money for LGBT (lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender) charities.  The organisation chosen for this year was ‘The Albert Kennedy 

Trust’ which is committed to help LGBT homeless young people to find accepting and caring homes and 

offer guidance and support in many different sectors such as independent living. 

 

At exactly 11.00am the warmed up participants and the last few latecomers took to their starting position, 

waiting impatiently for the signal.  An energetic music could be heard in the background and all the   

Marshalls stood in their positions on the course, ready to direct the runners.  A murmur of excitement and 

surprise passed through the crowd as the award winning actor Sir Ian McKellen, best known for his role 

of Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings film trilogy, approached to fire the starting gun and officially begin 

the race.  

 

During the run, the runners could count on the encouragement of family, friends and a large group of vol-

unteers which included many Woodhouse College students.  There was also an energetic percussion band 

which supported the participants with an upbeat music.  Many of the park users stopped to watch the race 

and were very impressed with the positive, friendly atmosphere and very enthusiastic participants. 

 

After approximately an hour and a half all the runners managed to cross the finish line and everyone 

gathered together for the medal awarding ceremony.  We were able to interview many of the participants 

and learn some of the reasons and motivations which encouraged them to take part in this run. 

 

At 2.00pm the tired but nerveless smiling participants with medals proudly hanging from their necks be-

gan to make their way home and all that was left to do was to clear up, take down the rainbow-coloured 

balloon gate and pack up all the equipment which can be used in the next year’s race.  The event turned 

out to be a great success and it was a fantastic way of actively helping and supporting an amazing cause 

which more people should be made aware of. 

Dorota Dziedzic 
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The run was an amazing event that was great to be part of.  There was a friendly and light-hearted atmos-

phere with runners out to support their different charities.  There were large cheering crowds and plenty 

of hilarious fancy dress costumes that seemed to make the 10k run, which is a considerable distance, 

much easier. 

 

There were nine of us from Woodhouse who all did incredibly well.  We had been training together and 

on our own for six weeks as part of Enrichment.  It was a great challenge to set yourself against.  I found 

it tiring with all the huge hills that take a lot out of you.  I managed it well though and enjoyed it. 

 

All in all it was a great enrichment with lots of fun and laughs along the way.  I look forward to the next 

race in February.  

  

 Sean Sutherland 

 

 
 

 

Movember 10K 
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Lake District Trip 

 

The Lake District certainly isn’t the hottest of places at the best of times, let alone 

in the middle of a flood stricken November.  So when this year’s 6L Geography stu-

dents were told to wrap up warm it was a warning that should best be taken notice 

of. 

 

The local town of Keswick had been the victim of floods many times before, and in 

November 2009 the devastating impacts of the flood was worthy of national news. 

This wasn’t just a one off, it was regularity. 

 

 

 

The situation in the Lake District regarding flooding meant this was the perfect area to research.  Our ge-

ographers set about studying the risk Keswick and other local areas were to flooding, and also the im-

pacts of previous floods; but perhaps more importantly what management had been undertaken to prevent 

future flooding disasters.  Pretty soon the geography students learned, with the help of the keen geogra-

phy experts at the Blencathra centre, that Keswick was indeed attempting to prevent the floods that had 

ruined over 140 houses in the November 2009 floods, destroyed farmers’ livelihoods and created a strain 

on the emergency services.  After carrying out questionnaires and taking a guided tour it was clear that 

huge sums had been invested in flood defences both by individuals and the Council to prevent the risk 

and impacts of floods - for example Keswick had invested a further £600,000 in a small bullet proof glass 

wall after the previous £400,000 slate defence wall had been breached by onrushing water in 2009. 

 

It was very clear management had been undertaken to, in a sense, ‘save’ certain areas, however, the stu-

dents discovered many more rural areas were left at a massive risk to flooding.  All the geography stu-

dents visited Graham, a pastoral farmer situated in a beautiful U-shaped valley and in a question and an-

swer session he kindly told us of his ordeals.  He made it clear that even with the management he had put 

in place he was still vulnerable to flooding.  Despite living on higher ground himself, the rest of his entire 

farm was on lower ground, not just within this step valley but also right next to a fast flowing river lead-

ing to the Thirlmere Reservoir; flooding at some point is inevitable. 

 

On Graham’s farm the students carried out several methods of research to discover what impacts heavy 

rainfall could have on the area.  The results were worrying. Our geographers measured how saturated the 

soil was in the area and also observed the local land uses, both readings meant that if heavy rainfall oc-

curred right there and then, then a flood would be very likely indeed. 

 

Despite the prospect of flooding it is fair to say the trip was undoubtedly a massive 

success as the students got a chance to experience first hand what it’s like to live in 

a high flood risk area, a perfect preparation for the exam that awaits us at the end 

of the school year.  Moreover, once the students and teachers took a step back 

from all their hard work; the beauty of the unique Lake District truly became evi-

dent as we simultaneously stared in awe at the magnificence of this wonderful 

area.  

 

Billy Day 
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Austria: home to beer, apple strudel, mountains and to ten students from Woodhouse Sixth Form College 

in North London for six action-packed days.  On reflection at the end of our trip we were all unanimous 

in our declaration that we had an amazing time during our mountaineering trip to Austria and that it was 

like no other holiday we have ever been on. Initially I was under the impression that it was just going to 

be walking; others thought it would be purely rock climbing activities but there was such a mix of activi-

ties that made the week really enjoyable.  When we arrived in Innsbruck, a very pretty town surrounded 

by a beautiful mountainous landscape, we took a taxi to about 50 minutes walk away from the hut we 

stayed in.  The walk was our first taste of mountaineering and it was incredible - the stunning views cer-

tainly contrasted with the concrete jungle we are used to.  

 

After joking about in the hut and gawping briefly at how the showers had no curtains, we went to eat.  

Now, this was a particular highlight of the trip.  Never in my life have I had a four course meal and food 

that was so good!  We all loved the soups, meat dishes, deserts and the vegetarians certainly appreciated 

the creativity of the chefs (for one dish there was a bowl made of cheese!).  The hut’s tasty cuisine is cer-

tainly something we’ve missed since being back in London.  

 

It was only our second day when we climbed up our first 

peak and despite making a few of us a little nervy, we felt 

our first moment of pride having climbed a mountain.  

On the same day we went on a zip wire where a few of us 

overcame our fear of heights and flew fast above a river/

ground below (with a harness on of course!).  Other ac-

tivities we did that week included a very exciting via fer-

rata, which basically was rock climbing but in caves with 

a fast flowing river gushing underneath you (a particu-

larly thrilling experience where you couldn’t help feeling 

like Lara Croft). We also experienced climbing a glacier 

on crampons and actually going underneath a glacier (!) which was this dazzling ice beauty.  I doubt 

many have actually travelled underneath one or have been lowered into a crevasse.  But a moment of 

pride in what we achieved reached its height when we climbed a 3000m peak on our penultimate day.  

All of us maintained a good pace and managed to reach the peak in good time with a little bit of rock 

scrambling to get to the top which was particularly enjoyable. Our heads were quite literally in the clouds 

but when we could see through a clearing we saw the surrounding mountains and glaciers but also the 

valleys running through the landscape far below.  A picture I will never forget. 

 

All of this could not have been possible without the incredibly helpful guides, Magdalena and Hannes, 

who accompanied us throughout the whole duration of our trip.  They ensured we stayed out of danger 

and that we had a great time, Hannes entertaining us with his many jokes, 

which occasionally were funny! It is unbelievable that we managed to ex-

perience all this, as none of us could have afforded to do it if we had to 

pay the full price of the trip.  For this we all thank deeply all those who 

helped and accommodated us during our stay at the Franz Senn hut.  But 

also a huge thank you must go to the Austrian Alpine Club who funded 

our trip, for without them, this experience would not have been possible. 

Austria Trip 
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China Trip 

Just hours after reaching China after a long nine hour flight 

and coach journey, we visited that exemplar of Chinese 

classical architecture and triumph of the Ming dynasty, the 

Temple of Heaven. We learned that a sphere denotes power 

and that the duck, gourd, crane, cicada, bamboo plant, pine 

tree, peach tree, and pretty much any substance or being 

abets longevity. While the apparent Chinese obsession with 

longevity was amusing for us throughout the trip as we 

learned that the number of life prolonging symbols in tradi-

tional Chinese ideology was seemingly infinite. The gen-

eral mentality in China is increasingly health fixated. In the 

same public park as the Temple of Heaven was a public 

gym, at least thirty 50 to 60 year olds were using the de-

manding apparatus much more effectively it turned out, 

than any of the Woodhouse students were able to.  

 

After an exhausting day two, Discover the world (our tour com-

pany) were considerate enough to plan a quiet, undemanding day 

three… during which we would simply drive 40 kilometers cumu-

latively around a busy Beijing and visit three of the City’s most 

prominent and famous landmarks. In one day we were scheduled 

to visit the Summer Palace of the Qing dynasty, the Forbidden City 

of the same dynasty and home to every emperor since that point, 

and the famous or infamous Tiananmen Square. Tiananmen Square 

was previously known for its cultural importance and sheer size 

(440,000 m2) but on the of 4 June 1989 became more widely 

known for the brutal crushing of a student lead protest in the Square resulting in hundreds of civilian 

deaths. Despite the tragic resonant undertones associated with the Square, we found the visit enjoyable. 

The Square proved an essential photo opportunity for the Woodhouse students. Yet this was the case for 

some Chinese locals even more so. They were simply fascinated … by us! In fact during the course of the 

day we possibly starred in more photos than we took ourselves.  

 

Day four we visited the Sacred Road and The Great 

Wall. Nick and Miss Stanton headed the race up past 

the several souvenir stands and coffee shop to the top 

of the Badaling section of The Great Wall. The Wall 

in Yanqing County is the most heavily visited, and 

understandably so. While the side we climbed was 

renovated with smaller, less attractive bricks in the 

50s and 70s, it allowed for a spectacular view across 

several opposing valleys where large stretches of the 

magnificent original construct still remain.  

  
continues overleaf 



 

Beijing Zoo and a rickshaw tour around the old living quarters of Beijing were the highlights of day five. 

The rusty old tourist rickshaws are an ideal way to see another side of Beijing. Allowing us through alleys 

and streets that have been disused for years as far as vehicles are concerned. The cobbled streets and houses 

were historically insightful and the rather dangerous rickshaws in themselves added an element of charm to 

the whole experience, as well as several minor crashes.  

 

The Beijing Zoo is the oldest in China, housing over 450 spe-

cies of land animals, none of which spurred comparable ex-

citement to that surrounding the panda (or Bear cat/ cat bear, a 

direct translation of its name in several languages).  As an ani-

mal that spends 12 to 16 hours eating a day and around 6 to 7 

hours sleeping, it is little wonder the panda is struggling in the 

wild when the female giant pandas enter oestrus once a year, 

for 2 to 4 days on average leaving little opportunity for pro-

creation. Their breeding patterns are also highly sensitive to 

climate disturbances, hence the huge recent decline in wild 

pandas. In China there are many in captivity and breeding schemes like in Beijing zoo. There are very few 

outside of China so we were lucky to see this rare animal in person or panda. The panda is very much an 

icon in China and was certainly a popular choice when it came to tourist merchandise for Woodhouse stu-

dents.  

 

On day six we made the coach journey out of Beijing to the rural village of Chuandixia. The beautiful sur-

roundings and the Ming/Qing dynasty architecture of the small courtyards and stone houses make the vil-

lage a rarity in the north of China. After the two hour drive from the centre of Beijing we arrived in the re-

cently expanded car park. After about 45 minutes of snooping around the rooms and farmhouses that have 

been open to the public for many years, we had lunch in an incredibly cold courtyard. The traditional    

Chinese cuisine caused quite a scene at the table as bowls of chicken feet, chicken heads and a mystery fish 

were served up with steamed vegetable. While a vast majority of the miscellaneous flesh was heavily scru-

tinised and subsequently abandoned, the brave among us dared venture to try a bit of chicken face.  While 

the day was incredibly interesting, during the time we spent exploring the village I sensed a slight air of 

disappointment at the presence of electricity, up to date plumbing and central heating.  These features 

somewhat tarnishing the illusion of a traditional rural peasant village.   

 

Yet: “The traveller sees what he sees, the tourist sees what he 

has come to see.” So in an effort to take a traveller’s perspec-

tive like a true geographer, one can hold the view that a village 

tailored to facilitate the interests of tourist visitors with a gift 

shop and a large car park perhaps typifies what China is fast 

becoming more than the simple agricultural dwelling of the 

past. Since the capitalist reforms in the late 1970s China has 

modernised to the point where at the start of this year for the 

first time in the country’s history, the number of its people liv-

ing in cities and large towns surpassed those in rural areas. 
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We spent the last few days of our trip in Shanghai after getting 

the 268 mph, magnetically levitating bullet train from Beijing. 

While Shanghai is far more developed and modern than     

Beijing, it was during our time there we visited some of the 

more serene attractions China has to offer. The Yuyuan Gar-

den in Anren Jie and Zhouzhuang, “The Venice of the east” 

were incredibly scenic. A picture says a thousand words which 

is about 300 less than I already have so I will allow photos of 

the last two days to do the job.  

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Garden was finished in 1577 by a government officer of 

the Ming Dynasty named Pan Yunduan. Yu in Chinese 

means pleasing and satisfying, and this Garden was specially 

built for Pan's parents as a place for them to enjoy a tranquil 

and happy time in their old age.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

After a several page account of the trip there are still many activities I have not mentioned which is a testa-

ment to how interesting and action packed our experience was.  
 

Page 23 

China Trip - Continued 

Woodhouse World 



 

See our pictures at http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodhousecol 
 

 

 

Flickr Photos 
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