LAW WORK FOR YEAR 11
Introduction to the different sorts of law
Through watching TV and hopefully reading some news most people will know something about
criminal law. You probably know more than you think you know. If I throw around the words
Prosecutor, Defendant, Jury you have some idea what these are. You know there are different
crimes like Murder, Robbery, Theft. Your ideas will most likely come from American Netflix drama
but mostly the USA stole our law so that is OK. There are some interesting and fun differences we
will learn about but mostly it is similar.
Criminal law is about the State or Government punishing “bad” people to make society safer. Put
simply we must bring murderers to trial or they could murder again.
The courts we do this in are the Magistrates Court for minor crimes and the Crown Court (with a
Jury) for serious ones.

If however I mention Civil law most people will say What?? However, again, you know more than
you think you know. Most people know the word “suing.” In the same way there are different
crimes there are civil wrongs like breaking a contract (deal) you have someone, using someone’s
idea for a song/book without their consent, being careless so you hurt someone (negligence). The
State doesn’t really care so much about these but it provides courts for people to “sue” people who
do these things and get money from them .If you sue someone and win you will be awarded money
known as “Damages”
The Meghan Markle show “SUITS” is a joke name based on this. The characters wear suits but suing
someone is also called bringing a suit.
The civil courts in the country are called the Small Claims Court, the County Court and the High
Court.

I am going to set a series of 5 tasks which deal with different aspects of the criminal and
civil system. Everything I am giving you is part of the 2-year A level course. Each task is likely
to take 2.5 hours. Where I want you to write or read something the work is in italics and put
in bold and under lined. In some tasks I have given you something to read in others I have
asked you to look material up because this is a skill you will need.

CRIME
1. JURY TRIAL
2. DIFFERENCE MURDER AND MANSLAUGHTER
3. SELF DEFENCE
CIVIL
1. NEGLIGENCE
2. THE HILLSBOROUGH CASE
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TASK 1

JURIES.

Juries are found in the Crown Court and hear only serious criminal cases.

List 5 serious crimes that you imagine would come to trial in front of a jury;

Google Juries on the GOV. UK SITE .Answer the following questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How many people sit on a jury?
How do you get chosen? Can you volunteer?
Can you refuse?
Do jurors get paid?
What training do Jurors receive?

Certain people CANNOT sit as jurors. List any people or groups who can’t be on a jury.

Write a paragraph on any film, TV show, play or book you have come across that has a jury in it.
Why did you find it interesting, memorable, exciting?
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Whenever there is a public vote people say they think juries are a good idea. You may think this or
you may never have thought about it. Ask any adult you are living with what they think.
Now read this article about juries.

From everything you have heard, watched or read;

List 3 advantages of using Juries in a criminal trial.

List 3 disadvantages of using juries in a criminal trial

3

TASK 2 MURDER
In order to understand murder you need to understand the basic core elements of criminal
law and a bit of Latin!
All crimes have an ACTUS REUS the thing you actually DO and a MENS REA what is going on
in your head when you do it.
For Murder the ACTUS is causing death – i.e. killing someone and you can do this in many
unpleasant ways. It doesn’t matter how.
For murder the Mens Rea is INTENTION. This means you deliberately wanted to kill the
victim or cause them really serious harm.
For Manslaughter the ACTUS is exactly the same: killing someone.
However the Mens Rea is different. You will be guilty of manslaughter not murder if you kill
someone by doing an illegal act or through extreme carelessness (negligence.)

NOW ANSWER THE FOLLOWING PROBLEMS.

Q1 Fred and Hari are having a fight outside a pub. Fred hits Hari with the sort of force
that would usually lead to a black eye. Unfortunately Hari loses his balance falls over hits
his head on the pavement and dies.

Is Fred likely to be convicted of Murder or manslaughter? In your answer try to use the
terms Actus Reus and Mens Rea.

Q2 Now look at this newspaper story on the person who died of a nut allergy.
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Why can’t the restaurant owner be convicted of Murder?
Are they guilty of manslaughter?

Q3 Look up the story of Frances Inglis who was convicted of murdering her son in 2O10 .
She claimed she killed him “out of love.”
Based on what you have learned so far why was she guilty of murder? Again, use the terms
Actus Reus and Mens Rea in your answer.
What sentence did she get and how long was she in prison ? What is your opinion of this
case. Was it right to convict her?

Q4 Finally find a case of either Murder or manslaughter in the news recently. In the last
2/3 years .It needs to be in the UK. Write a paragraph about the case and explain why it is
either murder or manslaughter. If you are able to find out the Sentence of the court please
include that.
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TASK 3 SELF DEFENCE
It is called self defence but in fact the law allows you to defend yourself, another person or your
property. It also allows you to use force to prevent a crime or help to arrest/detain someone who is
committing a crime.

You can use it as a defence to any crime. So if you are charged with Murder you can say I am not
guilty because I only killed because I had to as I was being attacked.

The law is lovely and simple. There are only 2 rules.

1. The Defendant (the person on trial) had an honest belief that they needed to use force. It
doesn’t matter if in fact they were mistaken as long as they honestly believed they had to
use force.
2. The amount of force used was reasonable in the circumstances. If someone slaps you it isn’t
reasonable to shoot them!

Have a look at the scenarios attached to this handout . The stories are about Elsbeth/Conrad etc.
For each one say whether you think the person could rely on the defence of self defence. You will
need to apply each of the 2 rules.To use the defence BOTH rules must apply.
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Now we will look at real cases that have been in the news.

Google the case of Munir Hussein and answer these questions.

1. What are the facts of the case? What happened?
2. Why did Mr Hussein not succeed in using self defence?
3. Do you agree with the decision to find him guilty and not let him use the defence of self
defence?
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Now Google the case of Mr Cecil Coley in 2011 and explain why he was able to use the defence of
self defence.

Now write a paragraph on what you think of the law of self defence. Do you think it is a good law?
If so why? Do you think any part of it is unfair and needs to be changed?

TASK 4 NEGLIGENCE - CIVIL LAW

To remind you we are now talking about Civil law. This is where individuals sue each other
to gain compensation knows as DAMAGES. No one goes to prison! One side just has to pay
the other.

There are many different Torts (civil laws) like slander/libel/breach of contract but this task
is only on Negligence.

Negligence means carelessness. Where a person is doing a job they must do that job
REASONABLY to an acceptable standard.
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If they don’t do so they are in BREACH of their duty and can be sued. Look at the following
examples.

A doctor gives you the wrong drug for a medical condition and you get worse as a result.
Your teacher in English teaches you Macbeth. When you get to the exam the questions are
on Hamlet.
A bus driver drives over the speed limit and crashes. You are on the bus and are injured.

Think of 3 more examples in everyday life where someone could be careless and cause
injury. Write them down.

Deciding IF someone has been careless is not always easy. The legal question is: have they
fallen below the standard that it was reasonable to expect of them? A doctor must behave
as a “reasonable” doctor. A teacher must behave as a “reasonable” teacher.

Read the tragic story below of the schoolgirl who died on a school expedition. Do you
think the teachers were negligent? To decide this draw up a table. On one side put all the
reasons why you think the teachers were careless. On the other side put the reasons why
you think their behaviour was not careless.
The court found it hard to decide so make sure you really weigh up all the circumstances.
Think of things like weather, phone contact, numbers of teachers.
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TASK 5 THE HILLSBOROUGH STORY Negligence continued.
This task is a research task. In 1989 there was a famous disaster at a football stadium. Many
of you will know about it but some won’t.
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Even today many people don’t know that the police admitted very soon after the incident
that they were negligent in their policing on the day.

Please read or watch a drama or documentary about Hillsborough. I am deliberately not
telling you which one. You can watch a short programme or the whole of the ITV series on
Hillsborough if you find it interesting. You can see live footage of the incident unfolding on
You Tube.
Answer the following:

•
•
•

Give a one paragraph account of the background to the story. Who was
playing, where?
How many people died? How did they die?
What did the police do or not do on the day that was negligent? Describe this
in as much detail as possible.

Recently after 25 years the policeman in charge on the day of the match was tried for
Manslaughter. Can you tell me his name and what happened at the criminal trial?
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